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N.O.  blitz  leads  to 
521  professions  of  faith 


Out  witnessing  —  A  resident  of  Flower  Gate  Apartments  (left)  talks  with  Joy  Mar¬ 
tin  (center)  of  Calvary  Church,  Paragould,  Ark.,  and  Mary  Pennington  (right),  an 
employee  of  the  Louisiana  Convention  who  also  lives  in  Flower  Gate  Apartments. 
The  two  Southern  Baptist  women  participated  in  the  SBC's  door-to-door  witnessing 
effort  June  9  in  New  Orleans.  (SBC  photo  by  Mark  Sandlin) 


Musical  will  premiere 
at  Jericho  festivals 


Parade  of  flags  —  A  parade  of  state  flags  was  part  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  presentation,  June  12,  as  President  Larry 
Lewis  shared  his  annual  report  with  messengers  to  the  1990  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  (SBC  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  A  new 
musical  will  be  premiered  at  the 
Jericho  ’90  Southern  Baptist  mission 
festivals  this  summer  at  the 
RidgKrest  (N.C.)  and  Glorieta  (N.M.) 
Baptist  conference  centers. 

'The  festivals,  which  began  last  y^r 
as  an  experiment  in  home  and  foreign 
missions  education,  also  will  feature 
for  the  first  time  an  open  forum  of  the 
chief  executives  of  five  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  agencies  sponsorii^  the  events 
and  services  for  commissioning  and 
appointing  new  missionaries. 

The  musical,  called  “Jericho,”  eni- 
phasizes  that  God  has  worked 
throughout  history  to  bring  down  bar¬ 
riers  that  isolate  people  from  each 
other  and  from  God,  said  Dennis 
Allen,  who  wrote  the  musical  with  his 
wife.  Nan.  Both  are  Southern  Baptist 
composers.  He  is  employed  by  the 
church  music  department  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board.  “Jericho” 
is  produced  under  the  Sunday  School 
Board’s  Genevox  label. 

The  theme  of  walls  tumbling  down 
is  one  of  the  main  points  stressed  dur¬ 
ing  the  week-long  festivals,  which  are 
designed  to  confront  participants  of. 
all  ages  with  the  sights,  sounds,  and 
challenges  of  home  and  foreign 
missions. 

Jericho  ’90,  scheduled  June  30-July 


6  at  Ridgecrest  and  July  21-27  at 
Glorieta,  also  is  designed  to  make 
participants  ask  probing  questions 
about  missions  and  their  role  in  it  as 
Southern  Baptists  point  toward  their 
Bold  Mission^Thrust  evangelistic/mis¬ 
sions  campaign  goals  for  the  year  2000 
and  b^ond. 

Last  year’s  Jericho  ’89  was  the  first 
time  the  five  Southern  Baptist  agen¬ 
cies  co-sponsored  a  mission  con¬ 
ference.  T^e  sponsors  —  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union,  Brotherhood  (Com¬ 
mission,  Sunday  School  Board,  Home 
Mission  Board  and  Foreign  Mission 
Board  —  developed  Jericho  to  teach 
missions  in  new  ways  to  new 
audiences. 

Originally  planned  as  a  two-year 
pilot  project,  Jericho  is  expect^  to 
continue  into  the  1990s  while  planners 
evaluate  its  effectiveness. 

The  open  forum,  with  the  five  agen¬ 
cy  heads  at  both  conference  centers, 
will  be  styled  after  a  town  meeting 
and  allow  the  audience  to  talk  to  them 
about  Southern  Baptist  life. 

People  interested  in  participating  in 
Jericho  ’90  may  register  at  Ridgecrest 
Baptist  Conference  Center  by  calling 
(704)  669-8022  or  at  Glorieta  Baptist 
Conference  Center  by  calling  (505) 
757-6161. 
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Editorials . .  .  by  Don  McGregor 
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A  somber  convention 


A  leading  “moderate”  stopped  by 
the  press  room  on  the  day  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  last 
week  to  greet  a  colleague.  “Goodbye,” 
he  said.  “I  won’t  be  back.” 

A  so  it  was  with  a  great  many  of  the 
“moderate”  sympathizers.  They  were 
devastated  by  the  failure  once  again 
to  get  enough  of  their  supporters  to  the 
convention  to  win  the  election  of  their 
candidate. 

It  was  not  a  joyous  convention. 
There  were  few  smiles  on  either  side ; 
and,  among  the  “moderates,”  there 
were  many  tears. 

Indeed,  it  could  be  that  the 
“moderates”  felt  that  if  they  couldn’t 
win  it  this  year,  when  could  it  be  done? 

There  was  a  somber  note  to  the 
“conservative”  camp  as  those  sup¬ 
porters  realized  at  what  price  their 
victory  had  been  won. 

It  was  the  third  largest  convention 
in  history  with  38,478  messengers  mill¬ 
ing  around  in  the  relatively  small  area 
of  the  mall  between  the  Superdome 
and  the  Hyatt  Hotel.  Supporters  of 
each  faction  were  wary  as  they  mov¬ 
ed  around  the  arena  and  the  shopping 
area  because  there  were  no 
distinguishing  marks  to  tell  side  from 
side.  One  seldom  spoke  to  strangers. 
And  yet  both  of  the  sides  were  strong, 
as  they  have  been  for  11  years,  with 
about  22,000  on  one  side  and  about 
16,000  on  the  other. 

So  there  was  no  atmosphere  of  the 
vanquished  nursing  their  wounds  in  a 
secluded  corner.  Victors  and  van¬ 
quished  were  everywhere  and  in 
sizeable  strength. 

But  there  were  definitely  two 
camps,  as  in  the  last  11  years,  as  was 
demonstrated  by  the  votes  as  the 
balloting  on  issues  and  candidates 
continue  through  two  days.  The 


percentages  stayed  about  the  same 
although  the  numbers  of  voters 
diminished  as  the  votes  continued. 
Both  sides  had  come  to  vote  on  the 
president,  and  then  they  drifted  away. 
By  Thursday  there  were  not  enough 
messengers  in  attendance  to  carry  on 
the  schooled  business. 

The  convention  was  not  initiated  in 
order  to  elect  a  president.  There 
would  not  have  b^n  a  need  for  a 
president  if  a  convention  had  not  been 
organized.  The  purpose  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  is  to  carry  out  Southern  Baptists’ 
efforts  in  missions  and  evangelism. 
Yet  missions  and  evangelism  have 
become  side  issues  as  the  major  con¬ 
centration  of  energy  has  begun  to  be 
expended  on  the  election  of  a  presi¬ 
dent  and  other  such  non-missions  con¬ 
cerns  as  how  to  address  religious 
liberty  issues  in  the  nation’s  capital. 

It  is  sad  that  the  major  emphasis  of 
the  convention  is  on  who  will  be  presi¬ 
dent  instead  of  on  the  work  of  the  con¬ 
vention.  It  is  sad  that  the  recording 
secretary  of  the  convention,  Martin 
Bradley,  who  had  held  the  position  for 
12  years,  would  be  defeated  because 
he  exercised  his  privilege  as  a 
member  of  the  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  Bradley  served  on  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  because  of  his 
position  with  the  convention,  but  his 
Executive  Committee  membership 
had  no  bearing  on  his  convention 
duties.  Yet  he  was  defeated  because 
of  his  conviction  that  he  should  be 
allowed  to  function  as  an  Executive 
Committee  member. 

Bradley  was  defeated  by  David  At¬ 
chison  of  Nashville,  who  was 
nominated  Stan  Coffey  of  Amarillo, 
Texas,  in  order,  Coffey  said,  to 
broaden  the  involvement.  Atchison  is 
the  son  of  Joe  Atchison  of  Arkansas, 


who  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  and  has  served  as  chair¬ 
man  of  that  group. 

During  the  organization  meeting  of 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  T.  C.  Pinckney 
of  Virginia,  a  “conservative” 
adherent,  asked  for  prayer  for  those 
of  the  “moderate”  camp  who  had  ex¬ 
perienced  painful  experiences  during 
the  convention. 

“Moderates”  declared  that  the  con¬ 
vention  was  painful  for  them,  and 
some  were  talking  about  an  alternate 
experience  for  convention  fellowship. 
That,  however,  would  not  be  the  an¬ 
swer. 

The  22,000  “conservatives”  do  not 
constitute  the  convention.  Neither  do 
the  16,000  “moderates.”  There  are 
almost  15  million  Southern  Baptists ; 
and  the  labels  that  are  us^  are 
political  rather  than  theological. 
There  is  no  way  of  determining  how 
many  sympathizers  either  side  can 
count. 

The  tactic  of  the  “conservatives”  to 
call  the  “moderates”  liberals  is  a 
political  effort  to  brand  them  as 
something  they  are  not,  and 
“moderates”  fits  only  because  those 
in  that  group  call  for  moderation  in 
handling  convention  affairs.  As  the 
new  president,  Morris  Chapman, 
points  out,  at  least  90  percent  of 
Southern  Baptists  are  conservative. 

The  convention’s  work  is  determin¬ 
ed  by  the  38,000  to  40,000  who  attend 
the  conventions,  but  they  make  up  an 
infinitesimal  portion  of  the  totality  of 
Southern  Baptists.  Neither  side  can 
claim  confidently  that  it  represents 
Southern  Baptists.  If  the  truth  were 
known,  it  is  likely  that  neither  side 
does ;  and  most  Southern  Baptists  pro¬ 
bably  wish  that  both  sides  would  quit 
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Guest  opinion  ... 

My  mother,  the  missionary 


the  wrangling  and  figure  out  a  way  to 
get  along  together. 

So  the  “moderates”  need  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  attend  the  conventions.  They 
should  dismantle  their  political  opera¬ 
tion  and  give  up  that  hassle.  It  must 
have  been  apparent  that  the  “conser¬ 
vatives”  someway  have  figured  out 
how  to  get  more  messengers  to  the 
conventions  than  do  the  “moderates.” 

So  if  the  “moderates”  can’t  win  the 
political  fights,  perhaps  they  can  show 
the  way  in  participating  without 
fighting.  That  might  hasten  the  end  of 
the  fighting  and  quicken  the  re-entry 
of  the  “moderates”  into  the  process. 

The  “conservatives”  would  be  call¬ 
ed  on  to  aid  the  quickening  of  that 
time. 

Also  the  “conservatives”  would  be 
called  on  to  halt  the  decimation  of  the 
ranks  of  denominational  executives 
just  because  they  have  the  strength  to 
accomplish  that  effect. 


Somehow  this  most  devasting  and 
saddest  of  all  conventions  should  be 
used  to  mark  the  beginning  of  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  find  a  way  of  getting 
together.  It  would  take  concessions  on 
the  part  of  both  sides. 

President  Chapman  has  declared 
such  an  effort  is  to  be  his  top  priority. 
Let’s  pray  that  he  is  successful.  And 
let’s  all  help  him  as  best  we  can  rather 
than  resisting  any  efforts  toward  heal¬ 
ing  simply  b^ause  the  president  was 
elected  by  the  “conservative”  side. 

Then  maybe  we  can  get  out  of  this 
mess.  The  Lord  will  help  us  if  we  ask 
him. 

No,  the  “moderates”  should  not  bolt 
the  convention.  Perhaps,  Habakkuk 
set  the  standard;  “I  will  stand  on  my 
watchtower,  and  take  up  my  post  on 
my  battlements,  watching  to  see  what 
he  will  say  to  me,  what  answer  he  will 
make  to  my  complaints.”  Hak.  2:1 
(Jerusalem  Bible). 


Haven’t  we  all  heard  the  saying, 
“When  one  door  closes,  another  one 
opens.”  We  all  run  around  franticly 
and  impatiently  trying  to  find  the 
open  door  and  wondering  if  this  is  the 
path  God  means  for  us  to  pursue.  We' 
wonder  why  on  earth  did  he  close  the 
other  door? 

My  mother’s  door  to  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  service  was  slammed  shut  31 
years  ago.  My  father.  Dr.  Paul 
Rowden,  and  my  mother,  Marjorie 
Rowden,  were  serving  as  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  in  Israel.  Ap¬ 
pointed  in  1931,  they  hoped  to  serve  a 
lifetime.  But  on  October  3,  1959,  dad¬ 
dy  died  of  cancer,  leaving  mother  with 
four  small  children.  Her  dreams  and 
hopes  for  foreign  missionary  service 
in  Israel  were  over. 

Mother  returned  to  school  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  and,  after  two 
years,  received  a  master’s  degree  in 
religious  education.  As  a  single  parent 
with  four  children,  the  Lord  knew  she 
needed  that  perfect  job.  William 
dJarey  College  provided  the  job;  and 


By  Robin  Riggs 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi,  provided  a 
wonderful  place  to  live. 

As  the  four  of  us  grew  and  matured 
in  Hattiesburg,  missions  was  con¬ 
stantly  a  part  of  our  lives.  Mother 
spoke  in  small  Baptist  churches, 
especially  around  Christmas  time. 
Even  now  I  can  recall  her  speech  and 
her  slides.  Becky  and  I  would  parade 
to  the  front  of  the  church  and  sing 
Hebrew  and  Arabic  songs.  Mother’s 
face  would  glow  as  she  talked  of  the 
work  in  Israel  and  the  overwhelming 
need  for  foreign  missionaries. 

As  director  of  public  relations  and 
assistant  professor  of  religion  at 
William  Carey,  mother  had  an  ongo¬ 
ing  impact  on  countless  young  lives. 
SIk  had  contact  with  students  who  did 
go  as  foreign  missionaries.  Our  house 
was  always  a  home  away  from  home 
for  MK’s,  especially  those  from  the 
Middle  East. 

Mother  wrote  to  earn  extra  money 
and  also  to  encourage  missions.  She 
never  had  typing  lessons  but  pecked 
away  night  after  night  with  two 


fingers.  Mother  wrote  for  numerous 
Baptist  magazines  and  also  authored 
two  foreign  mission  study  books  for 
children. 

During  the  summer  months  mother 
became  a  guest  missionary  speaker 
at  camps.  As  always,  the  four  of  us 
came  along  as  part  of  the  package.  As 
we  became  older,  mother  began  to 
lead  tours  abroad.  One  tour  traveled 
to  the  Baptist  World  Youth  Congress 
and  to  several  mission  points  in  the 
Middle  Elast.  Mother  always  included 
her  four  kids.  Our  young  lives  were 
filled  with  excitement,  adventure,  and 
missions. 

One  by  one  we  left  for  college  and 
careers.  We  worried  about  mother.  We 
never  wanted  her  to  be  alone-  except 
she  never  was  alone.  In  1978,  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  mother  met  Dr.  E^rl  Kelly.  He  was 
the  executive  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Dr. 
Kelly  was  a  widower  with  three 
children  of  his  own.  They  had, 
remarkably,  the  same  interests.  They 


both  loved  traveling,  missions,  and 
each  other.  They  were  married  in  1979. 

During  the  last  10  years,  their  mis¬ 
sion  mindedness  has  taken  them  all 
over  the  world.  They  spent  three 
weeks  in  Kenya,  E^st  Africa,  teaching 
at  the  Extension  Department  of  the 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  On  two 
occasions  they  visited  A^entina, 
Uruguay,  and  Paraguay.  Mississippi 
had  a  Bold  Mission  Thrust  partner¬ 
ship  with  these  countries.  Later, 
mother  returned  there  with  20  WMU 
women.  They  helped  her  teach  The 
Gifted  Woman  I  Am,  a  book  she  had 
written  earlier.  ’These  women  spoke  in 
more  than  100  churches  in  this  area. 

Earl  and  mother  both  led  weekend 
mission  conferences  in  Bangalore,  In¬ 
dia,  at  our  Baptist  Hospital  and  in 
Monrovia,  Liberia.  Recently,  they 
spent  10  days  in  Japan  with  40  teams 
from  Mississippi. 

E^rl  made  his  retirement  official  on 
August  15,  1989,  but  neither  mother 
nor  Earl  know  the  meaning  of  retire¬ 
ment.  Their  desire  to  serve  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  on  a  foreign  mission  field 
was  finally  realized.  On  January  3, 


1990,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Kelly  left  for 
Baguio  in  the  Philippines.  They  are 
volunteer  missionaries  at  our  Philip¬ 
pine  Baptist  Seminary.  This  seminary 
in  Baguio  serves  six  other  countries ; 
'Thailand,  Indonesia,  Singapore,  India, 
Bangladesh,  and  Malaysia.  Earl  will 
be  able  to  use  his  degree  from 
Southern  Seminary  in  church  history 
for  the  first  time.  Mother  will  also  be 
teaching  in  the  seminary  and  travel¬ 
ing  as  needed  among  the  six  other 
countries,  counseling  and  leading  con¬ 
ferences.  They  will  be  gone  18  months. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with  return¬ 
ing  longingly  to  closed  doors.  My 
mother’s  life  has  come  full  circle 
again,  and  the  once  closed  door  has 
been  unlocked. 

“Blessed  is  the  man  that  heareth 
me,  watching  daily  at  my  gates, 
waiting.at  the  posts  of  my  doors.”  Pro¬ 
verbs  8:34. 

We’re  proud  of  you,  mom ! 

Becky,  Robin,  and  Paige  are  the 
daughters  of  Marjorie  Kelly.  Their 
brother,  the  fourth  child,  died, 
tragically  in  an  automobile  accident. 
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Conservatives  dominate 
SBC  annual  meeting 


Family  support  —  Morris  Chapman  (second  from  right)  is  surrounded  by  family 
members  as  he  addresses  the  press  corps  during  a  presidential  news  conference, 
June  12.  They  are  (from  left)  Chapman’s  son  Chris,  his  daughter  Stephanie  and 
her  fiance,  his  brother  Ron  (behind  Chapman),  and  his  wife  Jodi.  Chapman  is  a  native 
of  Kosciusko.  (SBC  photo  by  Mark  Sandlin) 


V/ W  dl/i  ▼  V/  Ol-f  JJ.  it  pornography  and  environmental  restore  the  cut  failed.  Worth,  Texas,  was  asked  by  a 

stewaixlship.  Historically,  the  Baptist  Joint  Com-  messenger  to  explain  a  remark  label- 

By  Ken  Camp  &  Mark  Wingfield  convention  attracted  38,478  mittee,  a  First  Amendment/religious  ing  a  convention  meeting  Satanic. 

^  ^  messengers,  making  it  the  third-  libetty  organization  representing  nine  Dilday  said  he  had  not  referred  to 

NEW  ORLEANS,  June  12  —  Wheth-  of  every  SBC  agency  and  institution  largest  in  the  145-year  histoi^  of  the  Baptist  bodies  in  Washington,  has  the  SBC  meeting  but  to  methodology 

er  the  inerrancy  issue  is  settled  in  the  “to  listen  to  their  heartbeat  and  let  body,  eclipsed  only  by  45,519  in  Dallas  handled  religious  liberty  concerns  for  used  during  the  past  12  years  in  the 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  depends  them  hear  mine.  in  1985  and  40,987  in  Atlanta  in  1986.  Southern  Baptists  for  53  years.  denominational  controversy, 

upon  the  response  of  the  42  percent  of  “For  peace  and  harmony  to  be  ef-  However,  the  messengers  left  so  However,  the  Joint  Committee  has  “The  comment  I  made  was  that  the 

messengers  who  voted  against  Mor-  fective  throughout  the  rank  and  file,  rapidly  after  the  elections  and  mis-  been  a  center  of  controversy  in  the  methodology  used  in  the  takeover  of 

ris  (Jhapman,  the  newly  elected  presi-  elected  officials  and  paid  personnel  sion  reports  that  business  on  the  final  convention’s  11-year-old  political/  the  convention  these  past  12  years  — 

dent  said.  must  gain  a  better  understanding  of  day  was  eliminated.  Leaders  couldn’t  theological  debate  on  such  matters  as  the  crass,  secular,  political 

Chapman  held  a  news  conference  in  each  other,’’  he  said.  “I  think  we’ve  find  the  9,614  messengers,  25  percent  school  prayer  and  the  relationship  of  methodology  —  does  have  satanic, 

the  Louisiana  Superdome  the  day  of  had  too  many  press  conferences  and  of  registration,  minimum  ne^ed  to  religious  liberty  to  moral  and  social  evil  qualities  to  which  I  am  despmte- 

his  election  as  president  of  the  not  enough  personal  conferences.’’  do  business.  concerns.  ly  opposed.”  He  added,  “I  did  indicate 

14.8-million  member  denomination.  In  meeting  with  those  presidents,  Morris  Chapman,  pastor  of  First  In  a  news  conference  James  Dunn,  that  if  Satan  were  interested  in 

Chapman,  pastor  of  First  Church  in^  Chapman  said  he  would  emphasize  Church  of,  Wichita  Falls,  'Texas,  and  executive  director  of  the  Joint  Com-  destroying  the  work  of  an  evangelistic 

Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  defeated  Daniel  his  desire  to  “keep  theological  a  Mississiroian  won  the  presidency  of  mittee  and  a  Southern  Baptist,  said  he  body  such  as  this,  the  outcome  we 

Vestal,  pastor  of  Dunwoody  Church  in  parameters  in  place  and  remove  any  the  14.9-million-membership  denom-  expected  interested  Southern  Baptist  have  seen  in  these  12  years  would  in- 

Atlanta,  in  balloting  on  the  opening  political  parameters.”  ination  by  defeating  Daniel  Vestal,  individuals,  churches  and  state  con-  deed  be  the  kind  of  quality  we  would 

day  of  the  denomination’s  annual  He  affirmed  the  1987  Peace  Com-  pastor  of  Dunwoody  Church,  Atlanta,  ventions  to  more  than  cover  the  loss  see  in  that  intervention.” 

meeting.  mittee  report.  His  wi^  Jodi,  who  was  21,471  to  15,753.  of  funding  with  direct  gifts.  Following  the  report  of  Southern 

In  nominating  Chapman,  Houston  seated  b^ide  him  at  the  news  con-  Joining  the  conservative  standard  Richard  Land,  executive  direcUH- of  Seminary,  President  Roy  Honeycutt  of 

pastor  John  Bisagno  said  (^pman’s  ference,  served  on  the  Peace  bearer  were  Douglas  Knapp,  retired  the  CLC,  said  the  messengers’ action  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  asked  if  recent 

election  would  settle  the  inerrancy  Committee.  foreign  missionary  bf  Gainesville,  would  greatly  strengthen  Southern  charges  against  him  had  been  laid  to 

issue  “once  and  forever.”  “The  Peace  Committee  report  was  Fla.,  as  first  vice  president,  and  Fred  Baptists’  influence  in  Washington.  rest  by  the  recently  dismantled  con- 

However,  after  the  election  Chap-  ad<^)ted  overwhelmingly.  It  is  more  of  Lowery,  pastor  of  First  Church,  In  contrast  to  other  business,  vention  Peace  Committee, 
man  said  that  decision  rests  with  the  a  convention  statement  than  a  com-  Bossier  City,  La.,  second  vice  messei^ers  approved  without  debate  Honeycutt  said  he  could  not  speak 

42  percent  of  messengers  who  voted  mittee  statement,”  Chapman  said.  president.  resolutions  urging  laws  against  the  for  the  Peace  Committee,  a  group 

against  him.  He  noted  that  outgoing  “The  Peace  Committee  has  done  a  Knapp  won  over  Carolyn  Weather-  pos^sion  of  child  porn<^raphy  and  formed  to  study  theological  issues,  but 

SBC  president  Jerry  Vines  said  last  great  thing  for  all  Southern  Baptists  ford  Crumpler  of  Cincinnati,  16,348  to  calling  Southern  Baptists  to  en-  his  trustees  had  voted  41-11  four  years 

year  the  inerrancy  issue  had  been  for  at  least  two  reasons:  they’ve  10,688,  and  Lowery  over  two  laymen,  vironmental  stewardship.  ago  stating  there  were  no  charges 

settled.  helped  describe  what  we  meant  all  garnering  60  percent  of  the  vote  on  the  The  resolution  on  possession  of  worthy  of  faculty  dismissal  in  the 

“The  large  majority  of  Southern  along  by  infallibility  and  inerrancy  first  ballot.  'They  were  Raymond  child  pornography  urged  Southern  Peace  Committee’s  concerns. 

Baptists  believe  the  issue  is  settled,”  and  asked  us  to  go  beyond  perceived  Boswell  of  Shreveport  and  Steve  Baptists  in  28  states  and  the  District  Honeycutt  also  figured  in  a  related 

Chapman  said.  “Whether  or  not  the  political  parameters.”  Tondera  of  Huntsville,  Ala.  of  Columbia  which  do  not  have  laws  motion  calling  for  removal  of 

issue  is  settled  in  its  most  practical  He  declared  he  wants  to  “be  a  part  .  Conservative  candidate  David  At-  prohibiting  private  possession  of  child  seminary  trustee  Jerry  Johnson,  an 
form  is  largely  up  to  those  who  have  of  opening  communication  between  chison  of  Nashville  unseated  Recor-  pornography  to  work  for  the  enact-  Aurora,  Colo.,  pastor,  for  his  16-page 

bron  voting  otherwise,  who  have  in-  trustees  and  administration.”  He  af-  ding  Secretary  Martin  Bradley  of  ment  of  legislation.  article  criticizing  the  seminary  pr«i- 

sisted  that  we  are  not  a  group  who  firmed  trustees  as  the  appropriate  Nashville,  who  had  held  the  post  for  The  environment  resolution  en-  dent  and  five  professors  concerning 

have  believed  in  the  inerrancy  and  in-  people  to  deal  with  questions  rais^  12  years.  ,  couraged  Southern  Baptist  people,  their  theology, 

fallibility  of  the  Bible.”  about  particular  agencies  and  However,  Lee  Porter  of  Nashville  churches  and  other  grou^  to  make  an  (Continued  on  page  8) 

He  underscored  that  the  split  institutions.  won  13th  term  as  registration 

as  great  as  the  60-40  vote  indicated.  At  Chapman  said  her  does  not  favor  “a  secretary  by  overwhelming  Bob 
least  90  percent  of  Southern  Baptists  wholesale  housecleaning  of  any  kind”  Mowry,  a  Nashville  pastor,  13,242  to 

adhere  to  inerrancy,  he  maintained.  those  institutions.  5,048. 

Asked  whether  the  other  10  percent  Asked  about  his  own  appointments  In  a  post  election  news  conference,  ^ 
should  leave  the  convention.  Chap-  to  the  committee  on  committees.  Chapman  said  the  question  of  ^ 

man  said  he  couldn’t  say.  “T  wouldn’t  (Jhapman  said,  “My  commitment  in  whether  the  biblical  inerrancy  issue 

presume  to  speak  for  those  who  hold  the  appointive  process  is  to  appoint  is  settled  in  the  convention  depends 

different  theological  beliefs.  The  those  persons  who  believe  in  the  upon  the  42  percent  of  the  messengers 

choice  would  have  to  be  made  by  those  perpetuation  of  allegiance  to  the  who  voted  against  him. 

persons.”  perfect  Word  of  God  and  those  who  “The  large  mafority  of  Southern  A  ^ 

In  a  prepared  opening  statement  to  believe  within  the  parameters  of  the  Baptists  believe  the  issue  is  settled.  A  I 

the  news  conference.  Chapman  said  Peace  Committee  report.”  Whether  the  issue  is  settled  in  its  most  H  ^  '  j 

he  wanted  to  “enhance  the  Reporters  asked  Chapman  about  practical  form  is  largely  up  to  those  ^  J 

cooperative  spirit  among  Southern  dissension  among  his  own  congrega-  who  have  been  voting  otherwise,  who  H  |  1 
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Missions  is  to  Southern  Baptists 
what  the  heart  is  to  the  human  body 


By  ^ott  Collins  &  Bob  Stanley 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Missions 
is  to  Southern  Baptists  what  the  heart 
is  to  the  human  body,  about  4,000 
members  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  were  told 
at  their  annual  convention  June  10-11 
in  New  Orleans. 

lb  illustrate  the  convention  theme, 
“Hearts  of  One  Accord,”  the  WMU 
called  on  Joann  Goatcher,  a  physician 
and  former  missionary  to  Thailand, 
to  do  its  theme  interpretation. 

“Hie  heartbeat  for  missions  must 
begin  at  home  and  flow  out  to  a  lost 


nation  and  world,”  Ckiatcher  said. 
“The  first  place  it  can  be  blocked  is 
right  in  our  own  hearts  and  our  own 
churches.  It  will  not  go  past  the 
church  door  if  there  is  u^ori^veness, 
a  closed  hand  and  a  harden^  heart.” 

The  women’s  auxilu^  marked  its 
102nd  year  by  welcoming  its  new  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  Dellantia  O’Brien, 
and  unanimously  re-electing  Marjmie 
McCullough  of  Alexandria,  La.,  to  her 
fifth  term  as  pr^idoit.  Both  are 
former  missionaries.  Pattie  Dent  of 
Clinton,  Miss.,  also  was  re-elected  to 


warm  handshake  —  Dellanna  O’Brfen  (left),  executive  director  of  the  SBC  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union,  warmly  greets  WMU  members  as  they  enter  the  New  Orleans  (in¬ 
vention  Center  for  the  auxiliary’s  annual  meeting,  June  10-11.  (SBC  photo  by  Clay 
Allison) 


a  fifth  term  as  recording  secretary. 

Speakers  during  the  two-day 
meeting  mingled  cautious  optimism 
with  warnings  about  possible  trouble 
ahead  for  the  missions  support  base 
winch  WMU  represents  in  Southern 
Baptists’  37,700  churches. 

Several  urged  Southern  Baptists  to 
work  harder  to  make  unity  a  reality 
in  the  strife-torn  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Monte  Clendenning,  conference 
coordinator  for  the  World  Mis¬ 
sions/Evangelism  Center  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  u^ed  “going  back  to  the 
basics”  in  missions  education,  but 
“being  flexible  enough  to  look  close¬ 
ly  at  our  methods  and  be  willing  to 
alter  them  if  by  change  we  can  better 
involve  our  people  for  world 
evangelization.” 

Earlier,  Elxecutive  Director  O’Brien 
emphasized  the  importance  of  “keep¬ 
ing  missions  education  alive  in  the 
h^rts  of  our  children.  'The  Ixqie  of  our 
convention  is  in  the  commitment  of  its 
young  people.”  , 

An  author  from  another  denomina¬ 
tion,  Ruth  Tucker  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  underscored  the  need  for  ac¬ 
cord.  She  urged  Southern  Baptists  to 
“go  forward  to  serve  him  (Jesus)  and 
seek  to  avoid  the  disharmony  and 
disunity  that  the  world  would  em¬ 
phasize.” 

The  closing  speaker  of  the  WMU 
meeting,  Keith  Parks,  of  Richmond, 
Va.,  told  participants  Baptists  must 
quit  “deceiving  themselves”  by  allow¬ 
ing  their  culture  to  interpret  Chris¬ 


tianity,  rather  than  allowing  their 
Christianity  to  ^de  culture.  Parks  is 
president  of  ^  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board..  . 

“We  have  assumed  some  things 
about  Christianity,”  Parks  said.  “We 
have  assumed  that  Christianity  is  a 
comfortable  lifestyle” 

If  Baptists  will  ccarect  the  cultural 
misconceptions  and  focus  on  the 
reasons  for  missions  “we  will  have 
hearts  of  one  accord,”  he  added. 

Scott  Collins  writes  for 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Bob  Stanley  is  on  the  staff  of  FMB. 


James  Drane, 
minister,  dies 

James  E.  Drane,  72,  retired  Baptist 
minister,  died  June  14.  Services  were 
held  at  Ackerman  Church,  with  burial 
in  Enon  Ometery. 

He  served  as  director  of  missions 
for  Choctaw-Webster  Association  from 
1970  until  1987  when  he  retired.  Prior 
to  that  he  served  Mathiston,  Concord, 
Friendship,  French  Camp,  Philadel¬ 
phia  churches,  among  others. 

He  was  educated  at  Mississippi  (Al¬ 
lege  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Delma ; 
two  daughters:  Dianne  Upton,  Clin¬ 
ton;  Mary  Sharp,  Bridge  City,  Texas; 
thr^ sons:  Butch  Dran^  Chrtersville, 
Ga.;  Tim  Drane,  Jennings,  La.;  and 
Bernie  Drane,  Bridge  City,  'Texas. 


Vestal:  “defeated  but  not  demoralized 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Sayii^  he 
was  defeated  but  not  demoralized, 
Daniel  Vestal  ap^iealed  for  moderate 
and  conservative  Southern  Baptists  to 
schedule  a  formal  dialogue  on  the 
future  of  the  nation’s  largest  Protes¬ 
tant  denomination. 

Vestal,  pastor  of  Dunwoody  Church 
in  suburban  Atlanta,  lost  the  election 
as  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to  Morris  Chapman  of 
Wichita  Falls,  l^xas,  by  a  58-42  per¬ 
cent  margin,  June  12. 

Vestal  told  about  700  persons  atten¬ 
ding  a  June  13  breakfast  sponsored  by 
“Baptists  Committed  to  the  SBC” 
about  his  personal  reactions  to  the 
election,  p^ible  scenarios  for  the 
future  of  the  convention,  and  appeals 
to  those  who  have  been  involved  in  the 
12-year  struggle  within  the 
convention. 

“Now  is  not  the  time  to  despair,” 
Vestal  said.  “Now  is  the  time  to  fill 
your  life  with  hope-filled  tasks.” 

He  urged  the  Executive  Committee 
of  Baptists  Committed  to  provide  a 
forum,  perhaps  a  retreat  for  invited 
participants  open  to  the  press,  for  for¬ 
mal  dialogue  on  the  future  of  the  SBC. 

It  was  one  of  seven  appeals  Vestal 
issued  during  his  first  public  ap¬ 
pearance  following  the  election.  He 
issued  the  following  specific  appeals : 

—  lb  Morris  Oilman  and  the 
presidents  of  the  SBC  for  the  past  12 
years  who  now  control  the  denomina¬ 
tion  asking  them  to  “broaden  the  tent 
of  involvement”  in  the  SBC  as  they 
have  suggested  publicly. 

'  —  lb  pastors  of  prominent  SBC 


By  Jim 

churches  such  as  John  Bisagno  of 
Houston,  Joel  Gregory  of  Fort  Worth, 
Jim  Henry  of  Orlando,  Fla.;  diaries 
Fuller  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  others 
asking  that  they  live  up  to  their  pro¬ 
mise  “of  a  historic  new  day”  in  the 
SBC. 

—  lb  the  trustees  of  SBC  agencies, 
urging  them  to  affirm,  trust  and  sup¬ 
port  denominational  leaders  and  stop 
embarrassing  publicly  “these  good 
and  godly  men.” 

—  lb  those  who  voted  for  (Hiapman, 
asking  them  “to  accept  the  rest  of  us 
as  brothers  and  sisters  and  stop  ac¬ 
cusing  us  and  impMng  we  do  not 
believe  the  Bible  just  because  we  dmi’t 
agree  on  interpntotion  of  Scripture  or 
support  your  political  movement.” 

—  lb  those  who  voted  for  him 
(Vestal),  appealing  for  them  to  prac¬ 
tice  diristian  charity,  and  focus  their 
attention  on  a  Sovereign  God  and  on 
the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

—  To  all  Southern  Baptists, 
pleadi^  for  them  “to  let  the  love  of 
Jesus  Cimist  fill  our  hearts  so  that  it 
overflows  to  other  people.” 

Vestal,  who  was  grec^  with  three 
standing  ovations  during  the 
breakfast,  confessed  he  did  not  expect 
the  kind  of  outcome  in  the  election  the 
previous  day.  Vestal  received  only 
15,753  votes  (42  percent)  compared  to 
Chapman’s  21,471  (58  percent). 

Vestal  said  he  could  offer  no  reason 
or  explanation  for  the  wide  vote 
margin,  even  though  he  had  question¬ 
ed  the  reason  why  all  day  and  all 
night. 


Newton 

Vestal  said  the  election  was  not 
about  believing  the  Bible  as  the  infalli¬ 
ble  Word  of  G^.  “The  election  yester¬ 
day  was  about  the  future  —  whether 
we  will  be  a  united  convention  that 
recaptures  a  vision  for  cooperative 
missions  and  evangelism. 

“That  vision  failed,”  Vestal  said. 
Even  tho^  they  failed  in  the  elec¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  appeal  for  the  conven¬ 
tion  to  refocus  its  attention  on  mis¬ 
sions  and  evangelism.  Vestal  said  he 
and  those  who  supported  him  have 
done  “what  is  right.” 

Vestal  said  he  and  others  involved 
in  “Baptists  Committed”  have  sought 
to  reach  out  for  peace,  reconciliation, 
openness,  fairness,  trust  and  freedom. 
“We  have  called  for  a  return  to  the 
priesthood  of  all  believers,  for  con¬ 
gregational  polity,  for  cooperative 
missions,  for  reli^ous  liberty,  and 
separation  for  church  and  state,  for 
unity  in  diversity  . . .” 

'The  key  question  now  is,  “Where  do 
we  go  from  here?”  Vestal  offered  five 
possible  scenarios  for  the  future: 

1.  The  present  leadership  could 
moderate  enou^  to  bring  us  back 
together  by  balancing  the  appoint¬ 
ments  to  committees  and  boards. 

2.  'The  present  SBC  leadership  could 
maintain  ‘its  present  rigid  posture” 
and  some  churches  woiud  leave  the 
SBC  and  affiliate  with  American  Bap¬ 
tist  (lurches  and/or  the  Southeim 
Baptist  Alliance. 

3.  Southern  Baptists  might  return  to 
a  “societal”  approach  creating  mis¬ 
sion  societies  that  could  receive  and 


distribute  funds  to  mission  causes. 

4.  New  organizations  might  develop 
to  provide  continuing  educational  and 
political  involvement. 

5.  State  conventions  might  secede 
from  the  SBC  or  change  the  way  in 
which  they  sumiort  national  agencies 
through  the  6x>perative  Program 
budget. 

Vestal  stressed  he  was  not  ad¬ 
vocating  ^  of  the  five  scenarios,  but 
only  echoing  ideas  he  had  heard  in  re¬ 
cent  months. 

Each  individual  Baptist  must 
decide  for  himself  or  herself  what  the 
future  holds.  “No  pope,  no  presbytery, 
no  president,  and  no  judge  can  tell  us 
what  to  do,”  he  said. 

“Elach  of  us  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  (Zhrist  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  must  follow  the  dictates  of  our 
conscience.  Don’t  look  to  me  to  tell  ^ 
what  to  do  —  look  instead  to  God.” 

Vestal  said  each  Baptist  church  and 
congremtion  must  also  decide  for 
itself  about  the  future.  “This  is  the 
Baptist  way.” 

Jimmy  R.  Allen,  of  Port  Worth, 
'Texas,  diairman  of  Baptists  Commit¬ 
ted,  urged  the  700  attending  the 
breakfast  to  return  home  and 
organize  effectively  on  the  state  con¬ 
vention  level. 

’‘Meanwhile,  the  battle  moves  home 
to  your  state  convention,”  Allen  said. 
“You  may  think  the  battle  is  at 
Southern  Seminary,  but  it  is  also  at 
your  university  and  your  alma  mater,” 
said  Allen,  president  of  Fbith  and 
Fbmily  Communication  Ministries. 

Jim  Newton  is  on  the  staff  of  HMB. 


WMU,  SBC 

approves 
record  budget 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  The  ex¬ 
ecutive  board  of  Southern  Baptist 
Woman’s  Missionai7  Union  approved 
a  record  $12.5  million  budget,  seven 
new  staff  positions  and  reorganization 
plans  for  its  program  division  June  11. 

'The  board  of  the  women’s  auxiliary 
also  set  goals  for  the  1991  and  1992 
missions  offering. 

'The  board  adopted  a  budget  of 
$12,582,676  for  1990-91.  The  new  budget 
represents  an  almost  10  percent  in¬ 
crease  from  the  current  budget  of 
$11.4  million.  'The  budget  increase  will 
pay  primarily  for  new  staff  positions 
"and  the  renovation  required  to  provide 
office  space  for  them,  said  board 
officials. 

Seven  new  staff  positions  were  ap¬ 
proved  —  pho^rapher,  financial 
secretary  and  five  professional  and 
support  personnel  for  editorial  and 
field  servicing  work. 

The  board  also  approved  a 
reorganization  of  the  Missions  EYo- 
gram  System,  the  division  charged 
with  the  responsibility  for  field  servic¬ 
ing,  publications  and  language  work. 

Under  the  reorganization,  tluee  new 
sections  will  replace  the  current 
Publications  Section  and  Interpreta¬ 
tion  Section.  The  new  sections  are  the 
Age-Level  Involvement  Section,  the 
Cburchwide  Involvement  Section  and 
the  Associational  Relations  Unit. 

Staff  members  who  work  with  a 
particular  target  audience,  such  as 
children  or  the  entire  church,  will  be 
more  closely  grouped  together. 

,  'The  WMU  brard  also  set  mission  of¬ 
fering  goals.  The  1991  Lottie  Moon 
Cbristmas  Offering  goal  for  1991  is  $88 
million.  This  represents  a  $2  million 
increase  over  the  1990  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  offering  goal. 

The  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer¬ 
ing  goal  for  1992  is  $41  million.  This 
goal  reflects  no  increase  over  the  1991 
home  missions  offering  goal. 


When  we  honestly  ask  ourselves 
which  persons  in  our  lives  mean  the 
most  to  us,  we  often  find  that  it  is 
those  who,  instead  of  giving  much  ad¬ 
vice,  solutions,  or  cures,  have  chosen 
rather  to  share  our  pain  and  touch  our 
wounds  with  a  gentle  and  tender  hand. 
—  Henri  J.  M.  Nouwen. 
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NEEDED:  One  honest  and 
reliable  individual  with  secretarial 
skills  interested  in  fulltime 
employment  as  CHURCH  SECRE¬ 
TARY.  Contact  Paul  Truitt 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  at 
939-2975. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  oar  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  IM.  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  im.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Ox¬ 
ford,  Mississippi  is  accepting 
resumes  for  full-time  position  of 
minister  of  youth /students  work¬ 
ing  with  both  youth  and  universi¬ 
ty  students.  Send  resumes  to  Per¬ 
sonnel  Committee,  First  Baptist 
Church,  800  Van  Buren  Avenue,  Ox¬ 
ford,  MS  38655. 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  5 


Thursday,  June  21,  1990 


Pastors  hear  defense  of  Bible’s  veracity 


By  Jim  Lowry  &  Tim  Nicholas  That’s  being  out  of  thauriU  of  God  in  j^ty  of  the  cross,  the  magnificence  of 
NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Truth,  a  good  situation.”  his  resurrection  and  the  mightiness  of 

adversity  and  defense  of  the  veracity  John  Bisagno,  pastor  of  First  his  return. 

of  the  Word  of  God  drew  the  attention  Church  of  Houston,  urged  Southern  Morris  Chapman,  newly  elected 
of  speakers  at  the  1990  Southern  Bap-  Baptist  pastors  to  defend  the  veraci-  SBC  president,  spoke  to  the  Pastors’ 
tist  Pastors’  Conference  in  New  ty  of  the  Word  pf  God  and  “hold  the  Conference  on  the  topic  of  John  3 : 16. 
Orleans.  “  line  when  you  can.”  He  added,  “There  “We  live  in  a  world  in  bondage  to  a 

Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  is  no  way  to  overstate  the  disdain  (jk)d  personal  devil,”  he  said.  “And  the  time 
Church  in  suburban  Memphis,  Tenn.,  has  for  the  person  who  tampers  with  is  running  out.  'The  whole  world  needs 
told  the  pastors;  “It  is  better  to  be  the  integrity  of  the  Word  of  God.”  to  hear  the  message  of  John  3:16.” 
divided  by  truth  than  to  be  united  in  John  McArthur,  pastor  of  Grace  (Thapman,  pastor  of  First  (Thurch  of 
error.  Community  Church  in  Sun  Valley,  Wichita  Falls,  'Texas,  said  that  God’s 

“Unity  is  a  wonderful  thing,  good  Calif.,  spoke  on  being  a  “man  of  God.”  love  is  longer  than  the  longest  night 
and  pleasant.  But  beloved,  it  must  the  He  said  that  a  man  of  God  is  known  of  agony,  an  everlasting  love.  “God 
unity  of  the  spirit.  by  what  he  flees  from,  citing  greed  gave  us  his  Son  in  vicarious  death,”  he 

Unity,  yes  —  but  unification  at  the  and  all  that  goes  with  it.  “No  man  who  said, 
price  of  peace,  absolutely  not.  We  prostitutes  the  Word  of  (iod  for  per-  In  a  business  session,  the  pastors 
have  some  today  who  would  jettison  sonal  gain  is  a  man  of  God,”  he  said,  elected  Richard  Lee,  pastor  of 
truth  on  the  altar  of  cooperation.”  Dwight  “Ike”  Reighard,  pastor  of  Rehoboth  Church,  'Tucker,  Ga.,  as 
Charles  Stanley  said  pastors  ask  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Fayet-  their  1990-91  president;  Ruffin  Snow, 
how  long  they  have  to  live  in  adversi-  teville,  Ga.  warned  the  audience  to  pastor  of  Eastwood  Church,  'Tulsa, 
ty.  “Until  God  is  finished  with  his  pur-  “watch  out  for  cut  and  dried  Okla.,  vice  president;  and  David 
pose  with  you,”  he  said,  adding  that  theologies”  which  say  that  adversity  Hankins,  pastor  of  'Trinity  CTiurch, 
a  preacher  of  the  Goispel  has  no  is  caused  by  unconfessed  sin.  “We  Lake'  Charles,  La.,  secretary-treas- 
privilege  to  “walk  away  and  still  be  know  it’s  not  true.”  urer. 

obedient  to  God.”  Bailey  Smith  of  Atlanta  said  pastors  'Tim  Nicholas  is  director  of  Com- 

He  added;  “There  is  something  need  to  preach  that  they  find  no  fault  munication,  MBCB,  Jim  Lowry  writes 
worse  than  being  in  a  bad  situation,  in  the  miracle  of  Jesus,  birth,  the  ma-  for  BSSB. 


Pastors'  Conference  Officers  —  Officers  elected  during  a  June  11  business  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Pastors’  Conference  are  (from  left)  Ruffin  Snow,  vice 
president,  pastor  of  Eastwood  Church,  Tulsa,  Okla.;  Richard  Lee,  president,  pastor 
of  Rehoboth  Church,  Tucker,  Ga.;  and  David  Hankins,  secretary-treasurer,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church,  Lake  Charles,  La.  (SBC  photo  by  Dutch  Bickley.) 


Parks’  address  clears  air  with  trustees 


Superdome.  Griffin  is  minister  of  music  at  Highland  Church,  Laurel 


PAGE  6  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday.  June  21,  1990 


MONROVIA,  Liberia  (BP)  -  Six 
more  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
left  Liberia  June  10  as  Liberian 
religious  leaders  called  for  peace  bet¬ 
ween  battling  government  and  rebel 
leaders. 

The  missionaries  flew  from  the 
Liberian  capital,  Monrovia,  to  Abid¬ 
jan,  Ivory  Coast,  on  one  of  several  U.S. 
Embassy-chartered  flights. 

The  six  missionaries  are  Robert 
and  Pat  Bellinger  of  Carbondale,  Ill. ; 
Jim  and  Jane  Park  of  Paducah,  Ky.; 
and  Fred  and  Mary  Lou  Levrets  of 
Abilene,  Texas.  The  Bellingers  and  the 
Parks  planned  to  temporarily  return 
to  the  United  States.  The  Levretses 
planned  to  travel  on  to  Nigeria.  More 
than  50  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
were  in  Liberia  in  early  May,  before 
the  rebel  offensive  gained  momen¬ 
tum.  They  hope  to  return  when  the 
fighting  ends. 

Six  ^uthern  Baptist  missionaries 
remained  in  Liberia  June  11  in  towns 
outside  Monrovia.  They  are  Ed 
Laughridge  of  Rock  Hill,  S.C.,  who  re¬ 
mained  in  Mano  River;  Kenneth 
Nicholson  of  Magdalena,  N.M.,  and 


■  ^  1 

Student  volunteera 

return  from  U.S.S.R. 


Ballot  Vote  Leroy  Jones,  messenger  from  First  Church;,  Alvord,  Texas,  casts 
his  vote  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  presidential  election,  June  12.  More  than 
37,000  messengers  voted  during  the  election.  (SBC  photo  by  Van  Payne) 

More  missionaries 
leave  Liberia  — - 


Joyce  Nicholson  of  Seaside  Calif.,  in 
Voinjama;  and  Chris  Wilkinson  of 
Gainesville,  Fla.,  and  Gwen  Wilkinson 
of  Ardmore,  Tenn.,  also  in  Voinjama. 

Liberian  religious  leaders  and 
government  officials  said  the  rebels 
of  the  National  Patriotic  Front  have 
agreed  to  peace  talks,  according  to, 
press  reports.  The  talks  could  begin  ’ 
in  mid-June  in  Freetown,  capital  of 
Sierra  Leone.  The  Liberian  Council  of 
Churches,  made  up  of  Christian  and 
Muslim  leaders,  would  mediate  the 
talks.  Levee  Moulton,  president  of  the 
Liberian  Baptist  Convention,  is  a 
member  of  the  church  council  calling 
for  peace. 

„,--fleligious  leaders  hoped  the  peace 
talkV^ould  end  the  fighting,  which 
began  last  December  when  rebel 
troops  led  by  Charles  Thylor,  a  former 
civil  servant  accused  of  embezzle¬ 
ment,  invaded  Liberia’s  Nimba  Coun¬ 
ty  from  Ivory  Coast.  'The  fighting  has 
killed  more  than  1,(X)0  civilians  and 
forced  more  than  200,(K)0  people  to  flee 
to  neighboring  Guinea  and  Ivory 
Coast. 


Last  year  Southern  Baptist 
chaplains  conducted  70,613  worship 
services,  led  38,718  Bible  classes, 
taught  11,135  Sunday  School  classes. 


and  had  408  Vacation  Bible  Schools. 
They  also  made  2.2  million  personal 
visits  and  held  434,776  formal  counsel¬ 
ing  sessions. 


LENINGRAD,  U.S.S.R.  (BP)  -  The 
first  group  of  volunteers  Southern 
Baptists  have  ever  sent  to  the  Soviet 
Union  — 10  Baptist  student  members 
and  two  leaders  from  Ttennessee  — 
returned  home  June  8. 

They  spent  more  than  two  weeks 
helping  restwe  an  old  church  building 
for  Leningrad’s  newest  Baptist  con¬ 
gregation,  called  the  Temple  of  the 
Gospel.  The  building,  about  100  years 
old,  was  constructed  by  Old  Believers, 
an  ancient  branch  of  the  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church.  After  being  con¬ 
fiscated  the  government  during  the 
Stalinist  years,  it  was  used  as  an  in¬ 
dustrial  plant.  It  was  turned  over  to 
Baptists  last  year. 

Sergei  Nikolaev,  pastor  of  the 
church,  expressed  enthusiasm  and 
gratitude  for  the  project.  It  was  the 
first  time  in  history  American  Chris¬ 
tians  had  been  able  to  do  this  for  their 
Soviet  brothers  and  sisters,  he  said. 

The  volunteer  team  was  the  first  of 
four  going  to  Leningrad  this  summer 
to  work  in  the  renovation  project.  The 
student  effort  is  sponsor^  by  the  na¬ 
tional  student  miiiistries  section  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  and  coordinated  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board.  In  addition,  the  mission  board 
provided  $150,000  toward  the 
renovation. 

The  participants  said  they  felt  God’s 
leading  in  their  trip  to  Leningrad. 

Jeff  Ramsey  of  Johnson  City,  Ttenn., 
wanted  to  go  because  of  “the  mystery 
of  the  Soviet  Union.”  “I  wanted  to  see 
with  my  own  eyes  history  being  made, 
see  how  (k>d  has  opened  doors  for  the 
(Jospel,”  he  said. 

Bob  Hall,  an  adult  leader  and  BSU 
director  at  the  University  of  'Ibn- 
nessee  in  Knoxville,  said,  “It  is  like  be¬ 
ing  in  the  United  States  in  1776.” 

'They  also  felt  it  was  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity.  “We’re  amazed  at  why  God 
pick^  us  to  be  here,”  said  Jay  Victory 
of  Columbia,  Tenn.  “It’s  just  mtting  us 
how  big  this  is.  We’re  the  first.” 

Most  of  the  students  prepared  for 


By  Martha  Skelton 

the  project  by  reading  up  on  their 
destination  and  attendii^  an  orienta¬ 
tion  held  by  the  sponsoring  agencies. 
Their  expectations  varied,  ^me  ex¬ 
pected  worse  economic  conditions 
than  they  found  while  others  expected 
a  high  standard  of  living.  They 
reflected  varying  degrees  of 
understanding  about  the  ideological 
situation  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
about  what  is  going  on  in  evangelical 
churches  there. 

Some  wondered  how  they  would  be 
received.  “I  wondered  how  they  would 
look  at  us  —  (as)  lazy,  decadent 
capitalists?”  said  Matthew  Evans  of 
Brownsville,  Tenn. 

“In  the  past  I  read  there  was  no 
church;  Christians  were  sent  to 
Siberia  to  die  in  the  cold,”  said  Richie 
Williams  of  Germantown,  Tenn.  “I 
never  knew  there  was  a  church  with 
Christians  everywhere.” 

Flexibility  lessons  started  early. 
The  volunteers  didn’t  get  visas  for  the 
Soviet  Union  until  May  18,  two  days 
before  they  were  scheduled  to  leave  on 
the  trip.  People  in  Leningrad  thought 
they  weren’t  coming  on  schedule,  so 
no  one  met  them  at  the  airport.  So¬ 
meone  came  when  they  called, 
however,  and  assigned  them  to  stay 
with  Baptist  families. 

The  team  worked  each  day  at  the 
church.  The  students  put  in  full  days 
of  hard  manual  labor  forming 
bucker  lines  to  move  cement  from 
dump  trucks  to  the  church  building, 
spreading  the  cement  for  a  basement 
floor,  knocking  holes  in  walls  for  win¬ 
dows  to  come,  unloading  a  delivery  of 
New  'Ibstaments  and  medical  equip¬ 
ment.  Church  members,  as  well  as  a 
few  paid  workmen,  also  came  to  work. 
Women  church  members  cooked  their 
lunches. 

They  had  a  Russian  work  super¬ 
visor,  but  communication  was  dif¬ 
ficult.  “It’s  frustrating  at  times,”  said 
student  MiKb  Turner  of  Knoxville, 
Ttenn.  “there’s  a  lot  of  trial  and  error.” 

“We’ve  worked  very  hard,”  said 
Ramsey.  “One  lady  from  the  church 
(told  us)  she  admired  Americans 
coming  and  working  so  hard.”  No  one 


on  the  team  had  much  masonry  ex¬ 
perience,  “but  we  are  catching  on 
fast,”  added  Howard  Murphy  of 
Anderson,  S.C.  “There  are  no 
jackhammers;  it’s  all  sledgeham¬ 
mers  and  elbow  grease.”  ^ 

Most  of  their  memorable  ex¬ 
periences  involved  people. 

Tears  came  to  Rotuiey  Wilson’s  eyes 
as  he  told  about  the  night  the  elderly 
widow  with  whom  he  and  Bob  Hall 
were  staying  pointed  to  a  word  in  a 
Russian-English  dictionary  that 
meant  bored  or  lonely.  She  said,  “That 
was  me  Then  Rodi^  and  Bob  came’.’ 
Wilson  is  an  associate  in  the  student 
ministries  department  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Baptist  Convention. 

Staying  with  church  members  and 
getting  to  know  them  was  a  highlight 
as  well  as  another  of  the  “first”  for  the 
trip.  Students  and  hosts  alike  seemed 
to  relish  the  experience  despite 
language  and  cultural  differences. 

Allan  Lovelace  of  Morristown, 
Tenn.,  and  Ramsey  stayed  with  An¬ 
drei  and  Marina  Smirnov,  a  couple 
almost  their  same  age  —  early  to 
mid-20s.  Their  generosity  and 
friendliness  impressed  Lovelace. 
“They’re  starting  to  say  “yes’  and  ‘no,’ 
and  we  are  starting  to  say  ‘da’  and 
‘nyet,’  ”  he  said. 

Ramsey,  a  former  U.S.  Army 
sergeant,  found  that  his  host’s  years 
in  the  Soviet  army  almost  mirrored 
his  in  years  and  rank.  As  he  and  Smir-  - 
nov  got  to  know  each  other,  they  found 
th^  both  had  similar  experiences  and 
attitudes  toward  each  other.  Through 
living  and  working  together,  they 
mov^  beyond  Cold  War  rhetoric  and 
stereotypes.  “We  consider  each  other 
personal  friends  now,”  Ramsey  said. 

Worship  at  the  church  was  another 
lingering  memory  for  team  members. 
The  language  barrier  didn’t  prevent 
them  from  worshiping  and  seeing  how 
their  hosts  worship.  The  American 
students  noted  that  services  run 
longer  than  in  America,  lasting  at 
least  two  hours,  and  feature  several 
sermons  and  plenty  of  choir  and 
special  music. 

Martha  Skelton  writes  for  FMB. 


FMB  okay’s 


work  with  Czechoslovakia 

By  Bob  Stanley 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Respon¬ 
ding  to  new  opportunities  in  Elastem 
Europe,  the  Swthem  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  voted  June  9  to 
establish  fraternal  relationships  with 
Soviet  Baptists  and  authorized  open¬ 
ing  of  work  in  Czechoslovakia. 

The  board,  meeting  on  the  Tulane 
University  campus  just  before  the  an¬ 
nual  Southern  Baptist  (Convention,  ap¬ 
proved  the  transfer  of  George  and 
Veda  Rae  Lozuk  from  South  America 
to  become  fraternal  representatives 
to  the  Union  of  Evangelical 
(Christians-Baptists  in  Moscow.  The 
Lozuks,  along  with  six  couples  being 
sought  to  work  in  Czechoslovakia,  are 
among  88  new,  full-time  workers  the 
board  is  seeking  to  reinforce  its  pre¬ 
sent  force  of  10  now  assigned  to 
Eastern  Europe  ministries. 

Harriet  Gilbert  of  St.  Simons 
Island,  Ga.,  vice  chairman  of  the 
board’s  Europe,  Middle  East  and 


North  Africa  committee  said  the  vote 
was  especially  meanii^ul  to  her 
because  her  own  son-in-law,  Petr 
Macek,  a  (Czech,  was  pastor  of  a  Czech 
Baptist  church  for  17  years. 

In  other  actions  the  trustees  voted 
to  take  about  $800,000  from  current 
cash  on  hand  to  make  up  the  shortfall 
in  the  1989  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of¬ 
fering  for  foreign  missions,  which 
closed  May  31  at  $80,197,870.78.  The 
full  $81  million  goal  had  been 
budgeted,  said  (Carl  Jdinson,  vice 
president  for  finance,  and  transfer  of 
the  funds  will  enable  the  board  tofund 
all  overseas  capital  projects  set  up 
under  the  budget. 

'The  board  also  transferred  $3 
million  into  a  global  fund  from  which 
missionary  housing  and  strategic 
capital  projects  will  be  funded 
worldwide.  Johnson  said  the  money 
was  part  of  that  originally  budgeted 
for  new  missionaries.  It  became 


available  because  fewer  missionaries 
have  been  appointed  than  anticipated 
when  the  budget  was  adopted. 

The  board’s  strategy  committee 
adopted  a  statement  affumii^  the  im- 
pi^nce  of  the  role  of  missionary 
wives  “in  their  biblical  role  of  (Chris¬ 
tian  homemakers  and  in  their  God- 
called  responsibilities  as  mis¬ 
sionaries.” 

The  statement,  approved  in  com¬ 
mittee  but  reported  to  the  full  board, 
said  the  balance  can  be  seen  clearly 
in  the  New  Testament,  citing  1 
Timothy  5:14,*Titus  2:5,  Acts  2:17-18, 
and  Galatians  3:26-29. 

“In  the  determination  of  missionary 
deployment,”  the  statement  said,  “the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  stated, 
‘Adequate  care  and  attention  for 
children  is  of  primary  spiritual  im¬ 
portance.’  This  statement  will  be 
given  full  weight  in  assisting  all  mis¬ 
sionary  parents,  and  especially 


mothers,  in  defining  the  use  of  their 
time.” 

As  the  board  has  sought  to  concen¬ 
trate  more  of  its  missionary  energies 
directly  toward  evangelism  and  star- 
ti^  of  churches,  some  missionary 
wives  have  felt  tom  between  the  needs 
of  their  family  and  their  desire  to  be 
more  involved  with  their  husbands  in 
starting  of  new  churches. 

Another  aspect  of  the  role  of  women 
on  the  mission  field  was  addressed  in 
a  report  by  Harlan  Spurgeon,  vice 
president  for  mission  personnel. 
Citing  the  significant  evangelism  con¬ 
tributions  made  through  the  board’s 
history  by  such  women  as  Josephine 
Ward  and  Bertha  Smith,  Sp^eon 
said  “the  issue  of  women’s  or^nation 
has  built  walls  in  human  hearts  that 
are  harmful  to  Christ’s  mission. 

“The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
repeatedly  stated  that  ordination  is 
not  an  issue  in  the  appointment  of 


missionaries,”  he  said.  “Yet  many 
consecrated  women  do  not  believe 
that  they  have  a  place  in  the  world 
mission  enterprise  because  of  the 
garbled  messages  they  have  heard.” 

He  concluded:  “I  urge  you  to  roin 
with  me  in  blowing  a  trumpet,  with  no 
uncertain  sound,  that  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  continuing  to  send  both 
women  and  men,  married  or  single, 
to  share  the  Gospel  with  a  lost  and  dy¬ 
ing  world.” 

The  board ’$  final  session  of  the  June 
mee^ng  was  to  take  place  June  13  in 
the  Superdome,  where  trustees  will 
approve  the  appointment  of  34  new 
missionaries.  The  group  will  include 
trustee  Ray  England,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Winch^ter,  Ky.  He  and  his 
wife,  Leslie,  will  be  appointed  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Philippines. 

Bob  Stanley  writes  for  FMB. 


The  Russell  Mclntirss  of  Clinton  stand  in  front  of  the  senior 
adgit  choir  of  First  Church,  Clinton,  as  they  sing  a  duet  dur¬ 
ing  the  choir's  presentation  of  a  portion  of  Doors  of  Life,  a 


new  senior  adult  musical  by  Irene  Martin  of  Mississippi.  Bill 
Bacon  is  the  director.  The  choir  was  accompanied  by  Mickey 
Landrum. 


The  children's  choir  of  West  Jackson  Street  Church  in  TUpelo  sings  during  the  Southern  Baptist  Church  Music  Conference. 
The  director  is  Terry  Hurt. 


Music  officers  —  Newly-elected  officers  and  executive 
council  members  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Church  Music  Con¬ 
ference  are  (front  row,  from  left)  Thomasene  Owensby,  east 
denominational  division,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Betty  Bedsole,  vice 
president  of  the  music  educators  division,  Louisville,  Ky.;  Paul 
Richardson,  journal  editor,  Louisville,  Ky.;  Dot  Pray,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  denominational-division,  Jackson,  Miss.;  Gary  In¬ 
gle,  west  educational  division,  Bolivar,  Mo.;  (back  row,  from 
left)  Gara  Stark,  vice  president  of  the  local  church  division, 
Mineral  Springs,  Texas;  Clark  Measels,  publications  editor,  Jef¬ 


ferson  City,  Tenn.;  Wendell  Boerteje,  east  local  church  divi¬ 
sion,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  Louis  Ball,  secretary-treasurer,  Jeffer¬ 
son  City,  lenn.;  Mark  Edwards,  president,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  and 
Bob  Hatfield,  president-elect,  Birmingham,  Ala.  Not  pictured 
are  Bill  Roper,  east  local  church  division,  Montgomery,  Ala.; 
Bill  James,  west  local  church  division,  Dallas,  Texas;  Emer¬ 
son  Porfer,  west  local  church  division,  Allen.  Texas;  Bobby 
Jones,  west  denominational  division,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.;  and 
Lloyd  Mims,  east  educational  division,  Louisville,  Ky.  (SBC 
photo  by  Vbn  Payne) 


Musicians  focus  on  worship,  witness 


NEW  ORLEANS,  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  musicians  focused  on  ‘The 
Miuion  . . .  Worship  and  Witness”  at 
a  twoKiay  conference  preceding  the 
133rd  annual  meeting  oi  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  in  New  Orleans. 

A  preview  of  the  new  Baptist  Hym¬ 
nal  and  numerous  concerts 
highlighted  the  sessions  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  (Church. 

The  new  hymnal  will  be  released  in 
March  of  1991,  said  Wesley  Fbrbis, 
director  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board’s  Church  Music 
Department,  Nashville 

“This  hymnal  was  not  produced  for 
the  (Church  Music  Departinent,  but  in¬ 
stead  for  the  people  in  the  churches,” 
he  said,  adding  that  the  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee  reviewed  over  4,000  hymns  sub¬ 
mitted  to  come  up  with  the  625  pieces 
of  music. 


Forbis  announced  that  for  eve^ 
new  hynuial  pur^sed,  one  copy  will 
be  given  to  a  mission  church. 

Participants  sang  from  a  “sampler" 
of  tomans  from  the  new  hynmaf,  the 
first  singing  by  a  volunte^  group. 

During  a  business  session,  musi¬ 
cians  presented  the  W.  Hines  Sims 
award  to  Jane  Manton  Marshall,  who 
teaches  choral  conducting  and  music 
theory  at  Perkins  School  of  Theolo^ 
at  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas. 

They  also  memorialized  Cart  Perry, 
emeritus  minister  of  music  at  West 
Hills  (Church  in  Knoxville,  l^nn.,  and 
Ibm  Westmoreland,  retit^  director 
of  the  music  department  for  the  South 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention  in 
Columbia. 

New  officers  elected  were  Dot  Pray, 
keyboard  consultant  for  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  in  Jackson,  vice 


president  of  the  denominational  divi¬ 
sion;  Lynn  Madden,  minister  of  music 
at  Immanuel  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  vice  president  of  -  the  local 
church  division;  and  Betty  Bedsole, 
professor  of  music  at  Southern 
^minary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  music  educators  division. 

A  part  of  the  presentation  of  the 
senior  adult  choir  of  First  Church, 
Clinton,  was  the  premiere  perfor¬ 
mance  of  portions  of  a  new  musical 
for  senior  adults  by  Irene  Martin  of 
Harperville,  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Record  staff.  The  musical  is  titled 
“Doors  of  Life”  and  was  published 
recently  by  (jrenevox,  the  publishing 
arm  of  the  Sunday  School  Board. 

Also  the  children’s  choir  of  West- 
Jackson  Street  Church  in  Tupelo  sang 
during  the  Monday  morning  session 
of  the  conference. 


”^(riast,  my  loi^-time  wish  came 
true.  I  rode  he  City  of  New  Orleans 
to  the  Crescent  CSty.  The  train,  which 
left  Jackson  at  mid-morning,  was  in 
New  Orleans  by  2  p.m.  To  go  by  plane 
would  have  meant  going  by  way  of 
NashviUe  —  or  Atlanta. 

I  stepped  out  at  the  depot,  across 
the  interstate  from  the  Superdome,  in¬ 
to  90-degree  heat,  reportedly  “drench¬ 
ed  in  63  percent  humidity.”  I  paid  a 
taxi  driver  $3.50  to  escort  me  across 
the  road  to  the  Hyatt  Regency. 

Though  I  had  left  Mississippi  for  a 
few  days  to  attend  the  1990  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  I 
certainly  had  not  gotten  away  from 
Mississippians.  They  were 
everywhere;  3,100  of  them  had 
registered. 

At  breakfast  in  the  Hyatt’s  Court¬ 
yard,  I  stood  in  line  behind  Ray  and 
Gretta  Lloyd  of  Starkville,  waved  at 
Sue  Thtum  and  Elizabeth  Cooper  of 
Yazoo  City,  and  met  Frances  and 
Russell  Bush  of  Hattiesburg  on  my 
way  out.  Mrs.  Cooper’s  husband,  the 
late  Owen  C^per,  was  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  press  room  to 
pick  up  my  credentials,  Genevery 
Zachary  was  waiting  at  the  door.  The 
two  of  us  toured  the  exhibit  areas.  (I 
met  her  years  ago  in  Laurel,  though 
she  lives  now  in  Homer,  La.) 

At  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  booth, 
we  ran  into  Guinevere  and  James 
Young,  missionaries  to  Bangladesh, 
on  furlough  in  Clinton. 

Later,  Hyatt’s  shuttle  set  me  down 
at  Riverwalk,  where  once  I  had 
wandered  with  World’s  Fair  fans.  A 
hot  dog  vendor,  a  middle-aged 
woman,  had  parked  her  wagon  at  a 
street  corner  by  the  Convention 
Center,  where  the  WMU  annual 
meeting  was  in  progress,  10  or  15 
blocks  from  the  Superdome.  I  eased 
over  to  the  shadowed  sidewalk  table 
of  a  restaurant  across  the  street  and 
pretended  to  be  one  of  their  customers 
while  I  ate  my  hot  dog,  my  tongue 
flaming  from  its  peppery  contents. 
Re-crossing  the  street,  I  met  three 
Louisville  Mississippians  —  Juanita 
Hight,  Rita  Land,  and  Frances  Ball, 
and  joined  them  for  the  afternoon  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  WMU  meeting.  (The  full 
story  of  that  meeting  will  be  told 
elsewhere  in  the  Record) .  Pattie  Dent 
of  Clinton  was  elected  recording 
secretary  of  WMU,  SBC,  for  the  fifth 
time  Monte  Clendinning,  one  of  the 
speakers,  was  bom  in  Mississippi. 

Musicians  at  the  WMU  meeting 
held  present  or  previous  ties  with 
Mississippi:  Mary  Simmons, 
organist;  Carol  Aultman,  song 
leader;  and  Chris  Kihn,  pianist.  The 
Centurymen  who  sang  have  five 
Mississippi  members  —  Graham 
Smith,  Ra^ond  Ball,  Lester  Mason, 
Gary  An^in,  and  James  Hayes. 

I  met  so  many  Mississippi  women 
there  I’d  better  not  even  b^m  the  list! 
I  mentioned  the  Louisville  group 
because  I  returned  with  them  to  their 
room  at  the  Riverwalk  Hilton  to  rest. 
Along  the  way,  Juanita  and  I  bou^t 
sweet  and  sour  shrimp  and  egg  rolls. 
In  their  room,  we  spread  our  supper 
on  the  table  by  the  window  and  ate 
while  we  watcli^  boats  pass  1^  on  the 
Mississippi  River. 

That  Monday  night  session  at  the 
WMU  was  marvelous  food  for  the 
spirit  —  more  about  that  side  of  it 


anouier  time  'INvo  from  Magnolia  sat 
beside  me,  Emma  Stewart  and  Ruby 
Foster.  That  was  a  lifesaver  for  me,  for 
Emma  offered  to  drive  me  to  my 
hotel.  (That  afternoon  I’d  heard  a  man 
was  robbed  at  gunpoint,  and  his  watch 
stolen,  right  in  front  of  the  Hilton, 
where  I  had  planned  to  wait  for  the 
shuttle.)  As  we  drove,  we  suddenly 
saw  the  bus,  and  I  transferred. 

I  sat  on  the  bus  by  an  executive 
■from  California  who  said  he  was  a 
Baptist,  in  town  on  business,  not  for 
the  SB(r.  He  asked  for  latest  news  of 
the  “controversy.”  I  told  him  I’d  been 
to  an  inspirational  meeting,  not  a 
business  session.  I  didn’t  add,  though 
I  could  have,  that  I’ve  never  heard  the 
women  fussing  in  their  meeting  —  on¬ 
ly  the  men  in  theirs. 

Lines  formed  everywhere  —  at 
doorways,  at  restaurants,  at  the 
elevators.  I  stood  in  tine  at  the  Hyatt 
deli  with  four  from  Hattiesburg,  Rex 
and  Mary  Alice  Braswell,  Mrs.  Willie 
B.  Blackwell,  and  Irene  Loftus.  One 
morning,  at  the  same  deli,  I  drank  my 
decaf  at  a  table  next  to  that  of  Bill 
Causey. 

The  Sunday  School  Board’s  pageant 
was  one  of  my  favorite  moments,  for 
it  celebrated  the  Board’s  centennial. 
Three  Mississippians  —  all  past' 
presidents  of  the  board  —  were 
featured  in  the  pageant’s  parade  —  T. 
L.  Holcomb,  James  L.  Sullivan,  and 
Grady  Cothen.  Actors  played  J.  B. 
Gambrell,  “the  fiery,  outspoken  editor 
of  the  Baptist  Record  of  Mississippi, 
who  opp<»ed  the  establishment  of  a 
publication  board,”  and  J.  M.  Frost, 
who  favored  it.  At  last  the  two  came 
to  an  agreement,  and  presented  a 
report.  'The  855  messengers  to  the  1891 
convention  in  Birmin^am  settled  a 
six-year-old  controversy  and  began 
the  Sunday  School  Board.  Since  then, 
not  only  has  the  Board  been  self- 
supporting,  but  has  also  funneled 
millions  into  the  work  of  the  SBC  and 
to  state  Baptist  conventions. 

At  the  Southwestern  Seminary  lun¬ 
cheon,  I  spoke  to  Ev  George  of 
Jackson  and  Neta  Stewart  of  Fort 
Worth,  a  Southwestern  staff  member 
who  once  worked  in  Mississippi. 

One  hundred  thirteen  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana  churches  took  part  in 
a  witnessing  blitz.  Mississippians  on 
program  at  pre-conferences  and  at 
the  convention  included  Bill  Bacon 
and  the  senior  adult  choir  of  First 
Church,  Clinton,  who  sang  parts  of  a 
new  musical.  Doors  of  Life.bv  Irene 
Martin;  Larry  Black  and  First 
Church,  Jackson,  choir  and  or¬ 
chestra;  the  Alan  (^eloria  Family; 
Roger  ftynter,  senior  pastor  of  Nor- 
thminster  C!hurch,  Jackson;  Philip 
Griftin,  minister  of  music.  Highland, 
Laurel;  Victor  Walsh,  dentist,  and 
member  of  First  Church,  McComb; 
Tsrry  Hurt  and  the  West  Jackson 
Street  Church,  ’Dipelo,  young  musi¬ 
cians;  and  Jerry  Gower,  Amite  (boun¬ 
ty  comedian. 

The  newly  elected  convention  presi¬ 
dent,  Morris  (Chapman,  is  a  native  of 
Mississippi. 

Dot  Pray  of  Jackson  was  elected  as 
an  officer  of  the  Church  Music  Con¬ 
ference  BUI  Gambrell  of  Jackson  was 
chosen  as  president-elect  of  the 
SBREA.  Eddie  Jones  of  Greenville 
received  an  award  from  the  Home 
Mission  Board  at  its  New  Work  Ban- 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Save  the  family 

Editor: 

There  is  much  ado  today  about  sav¬ 
ing  that  which  is  becoming  extinct: 
whales,  eagles,  etc. :  but  my  heart  is 
burdened  about  something  much 
greater:  the  family. 

God  instituted  the  family  even 
before  the  church,  and  yet  we  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  day  when  the  family  is  on  its 
way  to  becoming  extinct.  If  the  cur¬ 
rent  trend  continues,  your  grand¬ 
children  and  mine  will  be  either  vic¬ 
tims  of  divorce  or  just  living  together 
outside  marriage,  “shack^-up”  we 
called  it  in  my  day.  Today  it  seems  to 
be  acceptable  by  society,  even  among 
believers. 

In  the  name  of  love,  we  Christians 
do  not  take  a  stand  against  it,  but  is 
it  true  love  to  accept  that  which  we 
know  is  contrary  to  God's  Word?  If 
saving  animals  from  becoming  ex¬ 
tinct  is  worth  crusading  for.  surely  the 
family,  God’s  highest  creation  ought 
to  be  worth  fighting  for. 

Until  recently  I  only  knew  about 
divorce,  but  now  1  have  experienced 
divorce  within  my  own  family.  Now, 
I  know  the  devastation  that  comes 
from  it  as  I  have  watched  my  child 
and  my  grandchildren  suffer  in  a  way 
1  never  thought  possible.  Now,  1 


understand  Gods  declaration  that 
“He  hates  divorce"  (Malachi  2:16). 

This  has  prompted  me  to  write  my 
thoughts.  It  seems  that  more  and 
more  "believers"  are  drifting  toward 
the  way  of  the  world  instead  of  taking 
a  stand  upon  the  principles  of  God’s 
Word.  We  seem  lo^think  that  taking  a 
stand  is  being  judgmental  and  unlov¬ 
ing.  but  is  it? 

Please  pray  with  me  and  let  us  do 
what  we  can  to  change  the  trend  that 
is  sweeping  our  country.  God  help  us 
to  te^h  our  children,  by  word  and  ex¬ 
ample.  what  God  has  to  say  about  the 
home  and  family.  Unless  you  and  I 
can  really  make  a  difference,  or  Jesus 
returns  soon,  the  family  will  become 
extinct. 

Flora  Wheat 
Poplarville 

PS.  “As  the  home  goes,  so  goes  the  na¬ 
tion.” 

Enjoyable  Senior  Adult 
Day 

Editor: 

We  are  writing  to  express  our  heart¬ 
felt  gratetude  to  our  pastor,  Bro.  Russ 
Barksdale,  and  our  ministers  of 
music,  Brad  and  Tommy  Jones,  and 
others  who  made  Senior  Adult  Day  a 
day  of  joy  and  comfort. 


Bro.  Barksdale’s  message, 
dedicated  to  senior  adults,  was  very 
impressive,  not  only  to  senior  adults 
but  also  to  every  one  present.  Music 
plans  made  by  Brad  and  Tbrnmy  were 
very  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and 
we  appreciate  them. 

We  want  other  Mississippi  Baptists 
to  know  that  First  Church,  Carthage, 
recognized  her  senior  adults  in  a  very 
special  way  on  this  special  day. 

After  a  great  sermon  a  spwial  meal 
was  enjoyed  in  the  family  life  center. 
After  the  meal  a  program,  “The 
Gospel  in  Magic,”  presented  by  Dr. 
Henry  E.  Hight.  pas^pc  of  Beacon 
Street  Church,  Philadelphia,  was 
enjoyed. 

We  hope  many  other  senior  adults 
had  such  an  enjoyable  day  as  we  did. 
Audrey  Mae  Warwick,  teacher 
for  the  Homemakers  Sunday 
School  class 

Angry  over  attacks 

Editor: 

Please  allow  me  to  reply  to  the  re¬ 
cent  unwarranted  attacks  against 
Southern  Seminary.  It  is  very  difficult 
not  to  be  angry  when  people  who  have 
never  studied  in  our  seminaries  take 
it  upon  themselves  to  launch  attacks 
and  make  accusations  that  those  of  us 
who  have  been  in  them  know  to  be 
false  and  even  silly. 

I  became  a  Christian  in  1972  at  the 
age  of  25  years  and  found  myself  sit¬ 
ting  in  Southern  Seminary  classrooms 
two  years  later.  And  the  years  I  spent 
in  those  classrooms  were  among  the 
best  years  of  my  life.  It  was  a  world 


where  Christianity  came  alive  and  be¬ 
ing  Christian  was  an  exciting 
challenge. 

After  graduation  from  Southern  I 
pastured  in  Cherokee  County,  South 
Carolina,  for  five  years  and  have  now 
been  a  missionary  in  Japan  for  seven 
years.  Southern  Sieminary  made  it  all 
possible,  and  I  resent  the  undeserved 
attacks  against  that  institution.  I 
especially  find  the  accusations 
against  Dr.  Roy  Honeycutt  to  be  offen¬ 
sive,  ill-informed,  and  blatantly  false, 
not  to  mention  just  plain  mean.  Are 
Southern  Baptists  going  to  sit  still  and 
watch  their  fine  seminaries  destroyed 
one-by-one  by  that  kind  of  spirit? 
Gene  Hines 
Kitanodai  3-44-11 
Hachioji-shi 
Tokyo  192,  Japan 


Apathy  for  abortion 
Satanic 

Editor:  — 

On  this  past  Mothers’  Day  as  I  sat 
in  the  morning  worship  service  of  our 
church  and  witnessed  the  beautiful 
dedication  service  of  newborn  babies, 
it  broke  my  heart  to  think  that  at  the 
same  time  many  babies  are  not  being 
given  a  chance  to  be  bom  today  in  our 
nation  and  in  other  countries  in  this 
world.  I  believe  that  our  nation  and 
society  have  stooped  very,  very  low  in 
allowing  abortion  to  go  on  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  I  consider  abortion  to  be  a  Satanic 
practice  coming  straight  out  of  hell. 
I  also  consider  the  so-called  abortion 


clinics  to  be  murder  chambers.  I  con¬ 
tend  that  oyer  27,000  babies  have  been 
murdered  in  this  nation  since  1973. 

Where  do  women  get  the  idea  that 
their  bodies  belong  to  them  and  that 
they  can  do  just  whatever  they  want 
to  do  with  them?  They  certainly  don’t 
get  it  out  of  the  Bible.  I  Corinthians 
6: 19,20  states :  “What,  know  ye  not  that 
your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  is  in  you,  which  ye  have 
of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your  own?  For 
ye  are  bought  with  a  price.  Therefore 
glorify  God  in  your  body  and  in  your 
spirit,  which  are  God’s.”  The  whole 
person  of  every  Christian  man  and 
woman  belongs  to  God,  body  included. 

So  I  contend  that  no  pregnant 
woman  can  glorify  God  by  aborting 
her  unborn  baby.  I  don’t  believe  that 
God  would  lead  any  woman  to  abort 
the  unborn  fetus  that  is  in  her  and  that 
only  Satan  will  lead  her  to  do  such  a 
beastly  and  devilish  thing  as  that.  No 
doctors  or  judges  or  any  person  with 
any  kind  of  authority  will  ever  con¬ 
vince  me  that  abortion  is  right  or  is 
justified.  I  can’t  understand  the 
apathy  on  the  part  of  so  many  profess¬ 
ed  Christians  concerning  this  which 

I  call  a  beastly  and  an  ungodly  prac¬ 
tice.  When  are  we  going  to  wake  up 
and  speak  out  and  act  against  it? 

Back  before  and  during  World  War 

II  we  thought  Hitler  was  an  evil 
demon,  murdering  the  many  people 
that  he  did. 

But  here,  we  as  a  nation  are  carry¬ 
ing  on  what  I  contend  is  mass  murder, 
which  is  just  as  evil 

Walter  McCiaw 
Long  Beach 


Conservatives  dominate  SBC  .  .  . 


(Continued  from  page  3) 

Messengers  referred  the  issue  to  the 
Southern  Seminary  trustees  after  con¬ 
vention  legal  counsel  said  the  conven¬ 
tion  constitution  and  bylaws  do  not 
provide  a  procedure  for  removing  a 
trustee  from  office. 

Presentation  of  the  home  mission 
and  foreign  mission  reports  provided 
messengers  challenge  and 
inspiration. 

Charles  Chaney,  vice  president  of 
extension  at  the  Home  Mission  Board 
in  Atlanta,  urged  messengers  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  goal  of  starting  four  new  chur¬ 
ches  a  day. 


Chaney  said  Southern  Baptists  cur¬ 
rently  are  starting  churches  at  the 
rate  of  more  than  three  each  day  and 
are  ahead  of  the  mission  board’s  goal 
of  having  30,000  churches  by  the  year 
2000. 

While  commissioning  34  new 
foreign  missionaries,  Keith  Parks, 
president  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  Richmond,  Va.,  called  on 
Southern  Baptists  to  use  their  wealth 
in  a  more  generous  way  to  help  spread 
the  Gospel  around  the  world.  David 
and  Myra  Shofner,  among  those  com¬ 
missioned.  are  Mississippi  College 
graduates. 


Billy  Johnson  of  Dixie 
Church  dies  at  58 


Billy  G.  Johnson,  58.  pastor  of  Dix¬ 
ie  Church.  Hattiesburg,  died  June  17 
at  Forrest  General  Hospital  after  a 
/lengthy  bout  with 
cancer. 

Funeral  ser\'ices 
were  June  19  at 
Dixie  Church. 
Burial  was  in 
County  Line 
Church  cemetery 
in  Jones  County. 

Johnson  was 
born  in  1931  in 
Ovett  and  began 
preaching  at  17. 
His  first  pastorate  was  at  Lula  Church 
in  Madison  County  while  he  was  a 
freshman  at  Mississippi  College.  He 
was  graduated  from  William  Carey 
College  in  1955  with  a  bachelor’s 
degree  in  speech  and  religion  He  also 
received  the  master  of  divinity  and 
doctor  of  ministry-  degrees  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary  in  1978. 

Johnson  had  been  pastor  of  Dixie 


Johnson 


Church  since  1978.  Other  pastorates 
have  included  Springfield  Church, 
.Morton;  Eulaton  Church,  Aniston. 
Ala.;  and  Wildwood  Church,  Laurel. 

He  served  as  president  of  pastors’ 
conferences  in  several  associations 
and  was  a  former  member  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission.  He  led  many  retreats 
and  family  life  conferences 
throughout  the  convention,  and  he  was 
the  author  of  several  articles  for  the 
Baptist  Record. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Mae  Ora 
Johnson  of  Hattiesburg;  and  two  sons, 
Daniel  L.  Johnson  of  Nashville;  and 
William  V.  Johnson  of  Ardmore,  Okla. 
His  mother,  Hattie  Johnson,  lives  in 
Hattiesburg;  and  two  brothers  are. 
Johnny  Johnson  of  Hattiesburg;  and 
Donald  Johnson  of  Moss  Point.  He  has 
two  grandsons. 

The  family  announced  that 
memorials  may  be  given  to  the  Billy 
Johnson  memorial  scholarship  fund 
in  care  of  Dixie  Baptist  Churcht 


Pointing  to  changes  in  Eastern 
Europe  a^  Asia  as  examples  of  God’s 
timing,  Parks  said  Southern  Baptists 
must  do  the  right  thing  while  God  has 
provided  the  right  time. 

In  a  major  address,  outgoing  Presi¬ 
dent  Jerry  Vines  of  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
urged  messengers  to  remain  alert  to 
doctrinal  error  else  the  denomination 
“could  become  a  mustard  seed 
monstrosity  with  bureaucratic  bran¬ 
ches  infested  with  blasphemous 
birds." 

While  denominational  loyalty  is 


desirable,  it  must  not  supplant  loyal¬ 
ty  to  Christ  and  the  Bible,  he  said. 

In  the  annual  convention  sermon, 
Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala.,  called  for  repen¬ 
tance  of  pride  and  a  return  to  prayer 
essential  before  God’s  spirit  can  bring 
a  modern  day  awakening. 

Wolfe  claimed  Southern  Baptists 
have  trusted  in  their  pride,  self  suffi¬ 
ciency  and  might  instead  of  the  power 
of  God’s  Holy  Spirit. 

Looking  towai^  the  1991  convention 
on  June  4-6  in  Atlanta,  messengers 


Mississippians  in  New  Orleans 


(Continued  from  page  7) 
quet.  Bill  Causey  of  Jackson  receiv- 
^  an  award  from  the  Association  of 
Baptists  for  Scouting. 

One  night,  I  went  to  dinner  with  a 
group  of  associate  editors  at  Birra- 
poretti’s.  Afterward,  as  several  of  us 
walked,  we  heard  a  youth  choir  sing 
“Sweet  Holy  Spirit"  as  they  stood  on 
steps  across  from  Jackson  Square. 
Threads  of  sunset  pink  reached  ten¬ 
tative  fingers  toward  the  steeple  of  St. 
Louis  Cathedral.  Then,  as  we  walked 
behind  the  cathedral,  we  noticed  a 
giant  shadow  on  the  rear  wall  of  the 
church,  evidently  the  reflection  of  a 
statue  of  Jesus,  standing  with  uplifted 
arms,  as  if  stretching  them  over  the 
city. 

“How  ironic,”  said  one  of  my 
■friends,  “that  such  religious  sym¬ 
bolism  should  be  so  near  to  Bourbon 
Street .  .  .  .’’  But  to  me  it  seemed  most 
appropriate,  for  it  reminded  me  of  His 
arms  always  stretched  out  in  love,  not 
only  for  that  city,  but  for  all  of  us  Sin¬ 
ners.  How  he  must  sometimes  stand 
in  grief,  as  he  did  when  he  said, 
“Jerusalem,  Jerusalem  . . .  how  often 


would  I  have  gathered  thy  children 
together,  even  as  a  hen  gathered  her 
chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye 
would  not!” 

Convention  highlights  to  me  were 
reports  of  the  Home  Mission  Board 
and  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

At  s6me  of  the  business  sessions,  I 
listened  with  a  breaking  heart.  At 
such  times,  1  found  comfort  in  the 
knowledge  that  Jesus’  arms  are  still 
there  stretched  above  us  all  —  above 
every  one  of  us  Southern  Baptists,  on 
both  “sides.”  What  we  have  to 
remember  is  to  turn  our  eyes  toward 
him. 

Thursday  morning,  I  rode  to  the  air¬ 
port  with  a  Muslim  taxi  driver,  an 
Arab  from  north  Africa.  He  talk^  to 
me  of  Allah  and  fate,  and  I  talked  to 
him  of  Jesus,  and  G(x]’s  plans  for  peo¬ 
ple.  I  gave  him  a  “Here’s  Hope”  New 
Thstament.  When  I  left  him,  he  said, 
“Who  knows?  1  might  even  read  your 
Bible.”  And  I  said,  “Who  kn<jws? 
Perhaps  God  put  me  in  your  taxi  to¬ 
day  so  that  you  might  learn  the  way 
to  eternal  life.” 


chose  Thomas  D.  Elliff,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Del  City,  Okla.,  and  1990 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Pastors  Conference,  to  preach  the  con¬ 
vention  sermon. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  ■rtd  style  to  meet  every 
r>eed  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder 
" lnt0rnationtilly  known  speciMlials” 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30S-C  -  Qreonwood.  MIm.  MOO 


Pews,  pulpits,  baplistnes. 
\/an  WinklA  stained  glass,  carpel. 
van  WinKie  steeples,  lighting 

Church  ,  folding  doors. 

_  ...  _  '  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

W»  r«mod«l  A  paint 


Just  for  the  Record 


Thursday,  June  21,  1990 

Ingalls  Avenue, 
Pascagoula,  will 
_  celebrate  25th  year 

Ingalls  Avenue  Church,  Pascagoula, 
will  celebrate  its  25th  anniversary  on 
Sunday,  June  24. 

The  weekend  of 
activities  will 
begin  on  Saturday 
night,  June  23, 
with  a  reception  in 
the  family  life 
center. 

On  Sunday,  June 
24,  the  day  will 
begin  with  Bible 
study  at  9:45  a.m. 
Webb  followed  by  the 
worship  service  at 

10:30  a.m. 

Allen  Webb,  a  former  pastor,  will 
deliver  the  message  A  noon  meal  will 
follow  in  the  family  life  center,  which 
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Staff 

changes 


Wanilla  Church,  Monticello,  has 
called  Ronald 
Meeks  as  pastor, 
effective  May  27.  A 
native  of  Corinth, 
he  received  his 
education  at  Blue 
Mountain  College 
and  New*  Orleans 
Seminary.  His 
previous  place  of 
service  was  High- 
Meeks  ^od  Church,  Pass 
Christian. 


Bert  Breland  has  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  North  Greenwood 
Church,  Greenwood,  to  become  the 
pastor  of  the  South  Roebuck  Church 


ministry  at  Ingalls  Avenue. 

After  lunch,  an  afternoon  service 
will  be  held  with  music  and 
reminiscing. 


W.  Levon  Moore  has  been  called  as 
interim  pastor  at  First  Church, 
Kosciusko.  This  is  his  seventh  interim 
pastorate  since  retirement  as  direc- 


Salem  Church,  lytertown,  recently  had  a  Mother-Daughter 
Banquet  with  the  theme  "Fishers  of  Men.”  The  GAs  did 
memory  work  and  sang  the  GA  song  and  “Fishers  of  Men.” 
A  quilt  was  put  together  by  Shirley  Griffin  from  pictures  drawn 
by  each  GA  member  and  the  quilt  was  displayed  as  the 
background  for  the  banquet.  Kay  Bennett,  a  missionary  from 
Kokomo  (Marion),  spoke  of  her  work  in  New  Orleans  with  the 
homeless.  Pictured,  front  row,  from  left:  Jennifer  McKenzie, 


Jessica  Holmes,  Alicia  Crooks,  Amanda  Crooks,  April  Welch, 
Jennifer  Boyd;  second  row:  Amber  Rushing,  Heather  Boyd, 
Lisa  McKenzie,  Jodi  Dunaway;  Shanna  Sandifer;  third  row: 
Melissa  Dunaway,  Sarapha  Griffin,  Tonya  Boyd,  Jessica  Ginn; 
fourth  row,  leaders:  Judy  Andrews,  Shirley  Griffin,  Kathy  Bracey, 
Rhonda  McKenzie,  and  Bennett.  Receiving  awards  but  not  pic¬ 
tured  are  Acteens  Misty  Bracey,  Patsy  Bracey,  Molly  Ingram, 
Melissa  Boyd,  and  Erica  McKenzie. 


Georgetown  Church,  Georgetown 
(Copiah),  performed  a  Renewal  of 
Wedding  Vows  ceremony  in  which 
nine  couples  participated.  The 
ceremony,  which  took  place  May  13, 
was  part  of  a  recognition  of  (Thristian 
Home  Month.  Those  who  participated 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gayden  Barry. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buddy  Lowery,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Powell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ron¬ 
nie  Burney,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randy 
Lowery,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Lowery, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Grimes,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alan  Faler,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Wilson  (pastor  of  (Jeorgetown 
(Thurch). 


Bethsalda  Church,  Philadelphia,  held  a  note  framing  for  its  pastorium  on  Jan. 
29.  The  project  cost  was  $71,500.  Pictured,  members  of  the  building  committee  of 
1983,  left  to  right,  are  Betty  Burks,  Glynda  White,  Jim  White  (chairman);  Bruce  Skin¬ 
ner,  Martha  Smith,  and  Clinton  Smith;  Jerry  Guess,  pastor,  is  standing  at  pulpit. 

Senior  Adult  Corner 


A  Senior  Adult  Choir  Festival  was  held 
at  Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg,  on 
April  17.  J.  M.  Wood,  pictured,  minister  of 
music  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson, 
was  the  guest  clinician. 

The  festival  was  sponsored  by  the 
Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ckrnvention  Board,  L. 
Graham  Smith,  director. 


“Wpll-to-wall  people”  is  the  way  one 
person  expressed  the  recent  Senior 
Adult  Rally  for  Jackson  County 
Association  at  Wade  Church.  When 
Wade  Church  agreed  to  host  the  ral¬ 
ly,  they  were  told  to  expect  approx¬ 
imately  150  senior  adults.  As  the 
deadline  for  reservations  approached, 
and  the  reservations  had  far  exceed¬ 
ed  the  150,  it  became  obvious  that  the 
estimate  had  been  far  too  low.  On  the 
day  of  the  rally,  more  than  300  people 
were  present,  and  the  late  callers 
were  discouraged  from  coming,  due 
to  limited  sjsace. 

This  group  enjoyed  three  hours  of 
inspiration,  fun,  food,  and  fellowship. 
Randy  Von  Kanel,  pastor  of  First, 
Hattiesburg  was  the  inspirational 
speaker,  with  J.  T.  Hannaford  of  First 
Church,  Moss  Point  in  charge  of 
music.  Entertainment  was  provided 
by  “The  Discords”,  a  senior  adult 
band  from  First  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
and  by  Jackson  County’s  own  “Minnie 
Pearl,”  Mrs.  C.  G.  Watts  of  Griffin 
Street  Oiurch. 

Prior  to  the  entertainment  period, 
the  women  of  the  host  church  provid¬ 
ed  a  meal,  opening  up  Sunday  School 
rooms  to  accommodate  the  large 
crowd. 

Ernest  K.  Sadler  is  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Jackson  County  Association. 


Revival  results 


Riverside  Church,  Long  Beach: 
April  29-May  2;  five  by  profession  of 
faith;  five  red^ications ;  two  by  let¬ 
ter  ;  one  in  full-time  Christian  service; 
J.  W.  Brister,  preaching;  Parker 
Snyder  and  Sam  Parker,  music; 
Thlmadge  Rayborn,  pastor. 


tor  of  missions  of  Attala  Association 
on  Dec.  31,  1985.  His  wife,  Pauline, 
serves  as  organist  at  First  Church, 
Kosciusko. 

Pocahontas  Church  of  Jackson  has 
called  Steve  Jordan  as  pastor.  He 
began  serving  on  June  3.  Jordan  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  and  has 
previously  served  as  pastor  at  Hebron 
Church  in  Panola  County  and  as  Pitt- 
sboro  Church  in  (Calhoun  County. 


Ri«t  Church,  Holly  Springs,  held  a  GA 
recognition  during  church  services  on 
May  20.  Maria  Teel,  Anna  Teel,  and  Beth 
Hounschell  received  badges  for  com¬ 
pleting  missions  adventures.  Paulette  Teel 
is  GA  director.  James  Travis  is  interim 
pastor. 

Corinth  Church  in  Heidelberg 
(Jasper)  will  hold  Vacation  Bible 
School  June  25-29.  Children’s  classes 
will  be  from  8:30-11  a.m.,  adult  classes 
will  be  7-8  p.m.  daily.  The  church  will 
have  a  bus  and  van  running  each  mor¬ 
ning  and  night.  James  Ihylor  is 
pastor. 

Vacation  Bible  School  will  be  held 
at  Country  Woods  Church,  6737  Siwell 
Road.  Jackson,  for  age  three  through 
sixth  grade,  June  24-28,  from  6-8:45 
p.m.  Registration  and  kick  off  party 
will  be  held  Sunday  at  4:30  p.m. 

The  concert  choir  of  First  Church, 
Brandon,  will  present  a  patriotic 
musical  celebration,  “We  Pledge 
Allegiance”  June  24.  at  7  p.m. 


VACANCIES  AT  CLARKE  COLLEGE 

Clarke  College,  a  Division  of  Mississippi  College,  located  at  Newton. 
Mississippi,  has  the  following  vacancies  on  its  faculty  and  staff;  In¬ 
structor  in  English  (ABD  or  doctorate  in  English  required);  Director 
of  Admissions  (at  least  a  bachelors  degree  and  some  sales  ex- 
pterience)  and  a  Head  Librarian  (master  of  Library  Science  degree  re¬ 
quired  with  some  experience). 

If  you  are  interested  and  qualified  for  one  of  these  positions,  please 
write  Dr.  James  C.  Read,  Dean  of  the  College,  Clarke  College,  P.  O. 
Box  440,  Newton.  MS  39345  or  call  at  601-683-3747. 


YOU  CAN  OWN  GENUINE  ANCIENT  COINS 
OF  THE  BIBLE  UNEARTHED  IN  JERUSALEM 


These  ancient  Judaean  bronzes  come  directly  from  Jerusalem  in  Israel.  They  provide 
an  affordable,  tangible  link  with  the  Jews  and  early  Christians  who  lived  there  2fiOO  years 
ago.  It  is  fascinating  to  hold  one  and  ponder  who  might  have  spent  it  during  Biblical  times. 
THEY  MAKE  GREAT  GIFTS  AND  ARE  EXCELLENT  TEACHING  AIDSII I  can  offer  coins 
from  the  following  Biblical  contexts: 


The  tiny  "WIDOWS  MITE"  REFERRED  TO  BY  JESUS  IN 
MARK  12:  41-44.  Crude  (soodAlery  Good:  $10 

KING  HEROD  AGRIPPA I  (37-44  A.D.)  —  ORDERED  THE  EX¬ 
ECUTION  OF  JAMES  (BROTHER  OF  JOHN)  AND  IMPRISON- 


No.  Price 


ECUTION  OF  JAMES  (Bl 
ED  PETER. 


Other  of  john)  and  imprison- 

(aood-Very  Good:  $21  Fine:  $33 


ANTONIUS  FELIX  (52-59  A.D.)  —  PROCURATOR  WHO  IM¬ 
PRISONED  PAUL.  (3ood-Very  (3ood:  $21  Fine:  $33  _ ;  _ 

PORCIUS  FESTUS  (59-62  A.D.)  —  PAUL  APPEALED  TO 

CAESAR  BEFORE  HIM.  Good-Very  Good:$21  Fine:  $33  _  _ 

THE  1ST  JEWISH  REVOLT  AGAINST  ROME  (66-70  A.D.)  — 

STRUCK  JUST  BEFORE  FAa  OF  THE  TEMPLE  WHICH  WAS 

PREDICTED  BY  JESUS.  Good-Very  Good:  $21  Fine;  $33  _  _ 

TOTAL  _ 

ADD  POSTAGE/INS.  $250 

Send  Check  or  Money  Order  for  _____ 

I  have  a  SA.  degree  in  Archaeology  and  have  done  archaeological  studies  of  ancient  coins 
artd  artifacts  in  the  Holylaitd.  All  coins  are  guaranteed  to  be  authentic  and  as  described. 
14  day  return  privilege.  SEND  FOR  MY  PMCE  LI8TI 

I  BUY  ANCIENT  AND  U.8.  COINS  (1793-1930)  AND  PAY  FAIR  PRICES. 

SOUTHLAND  ANTIQUITIES  &  NUMISMATICS,  LTD. 
TODD  A.  HERRING 

RT.  3  BOX  398,  STARKVILLE,  MS  39759 
PHONE:  (601)  324-2517  or  (601)  323-8285 


Examples  of  patience  for  impatient  Christians 


or  deacons  did  not  live  up  to  your  expectations? 
If  you  were  scorned  by  friends,  would  you  give 
up?  God  has  too  many  fair-weather  friends.  The 
prophets  continued  to  be  faithful  to  God  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  others  did,  and  so  should  we. 

James  also  exhorted  these  early  Christians 
to  persevere,  like  Job.  It  may  be  that  this 
passage  in  James  is  the  origin  of  the  prover¬ 
bial  “patience  of  Job,”  because  it  is  difficult  to 
conclude  that  Job  was  parent  from  the  book 
that  bears  his  name.  Though  he  cried  out  his 
complaints  to  the  Lord  and  to  his  friends,  he  did 
persevere  (vs.  11  —  “endure”).  In  spite  of  suf- 
Wing,  he  did  not  curse  God ;  he  did  not  give  up. 
The  lesson  that  James  learnt  from  God’s  deal¬ 
ings  with  Job  is  that  “the  Lord  is  very  pitiful 
(compassionate)!,  and  of  tender  mercy”  (vs. 
11).  One  treasure  of  Bible  study  is  the  wonder¬ 
ful  gift  of  historical  perspective.  When  Job  was 
suffering  he  could  not  see  around  the  corner  of 
his  circumstances  to  know  how  God  would  bring 
him  through,  and  when  we  are  hurting  we  often 
cannot  lo(£  forward  and  see  our  way  out  either. 
However,  we  can  look  back  and  see  diat  God  has 
rewarded  the  perseverance  of  Job,  the  per¬ 
sistence  of  the  prophets,  and  the  patience  of 
farmers.  He  will  reward  us,  too.  Give  him  time. 

Moseley  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Durham, 
N.C.  (formerly  of  Bayou  View,  Gulfport). 


timetable  is  not  ours,  we  must  wait  for  his 
retribution,  and  that  requires  patience.  In  the 
meantime,  we  must  resist  the  temptation  to 
scoff  at  God  and  his  patience  with  sinners  ( II 
Peter  3:3-12),  recognizing  that  for  now  the  tares 
are  allowed  to  grow  b^ide  the  wheat  (Mt. 
13:24-30,  36-43). 

Also,  James  urged  his  readers  to  be  persis¬ 
tent,  like  a  prophet.  These  Christians  were  op¬ 
pressed,  but  so  were  the  prophets  and  James 
reminded  his  readers  of  their  “example  of  suf¬ 
fering  affliction”  (5:10).  There  are  many  the- 
rmatic  connections  between  the  Book  of  James 
and  Jesus’  Sermon  on  the  Mount  (Mt.  5-7),  and 
this  reminder  of  the  prophets  is  another  one. 
Jesus  said  to  his  disciples,  “Blessed  are  ye, 
when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  j^rsecute  you, 
and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you 
falsely,  for  my  sake.  Rejoice,  and  be  exceeding 
glad:  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven:  for 
so  persecuted  they  the  prophets  which  were 
before  you”  (Mt.  5:li-12).  T^e  prophets  were 
persecuted,  but  they  kept  on  serving  God 
through  the  affliction;  for  their  reward  was 
from  God,  not  from  men. 

What  does  it  take  to  shut  down  your  service 
for  (Dhrist?  If  the  Sunday  School  class  you  teach 
does  not  appreciate  you,  is  that  enough  to 
discourage  you?  Would  you  quit  if  the  preacher 


By  \.  .Allan  .Moseley 
James  5:7-20 

Our’s  is  not  an  age  of  patience.  Take 
Christmas.  The  impatience  of  children  that  in¬ 
cites  them  to  beg  for  Santa  as  early  as  Dec.  26 

MHHHW  become  an  hc- 

cepted  part  of  our  collective 
psyche.  There  are 
Christmas  parades  befoi-e 
^^Thanksgiving,  and  ret  til 
Y  merchants  stampede  he 
M  #1  f  consuming  public  in  thf  ef- 
X  i  fort  to  generate  Christinas 

L  J  cheer  (and  Xmas  income) 

.M  Itiy  mid-November.  Another 
example  is  marriage.  It 
Moseley  takes  truckloads  of  patience 
to  do  anything  “for  better, 
for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  in  sickness  and 
in  health,”  and  to  do  it  for  a  lifetime.  But  easy 
divorce  and  no-strings-attached  Marriages 
have  made  patience  passe.  Then  there  is  TV. 
Complicated  interpersonal  problems  develop 
and  are  resolved  in  the  span  of  30  minutes  (in¬ 
cluding  commericals!)  before  oi  r  eyes  each 
night.  Add  instant  oatmeal,  one-hour  di^  clean¬ 
ing,  overnight  mail,  and  fax  machines,  and  you 
have  the  ingredients  for  a  culture  that  doesn’t 
want  to  wait. 


Regardless  of  our  cultural  climate,  living  the 
Christian  life  requires  patien<  e.  In  fact,  Chris¬ 
tians  are  commanded  to  “Be  patient”  (James 
5:7),  like  a  farmer.  James’  illustration  is 
ageless.  In  our  hurry-up  world,  in  spite  of  irriga¬ 
tion  and  biological  engineering,  farmers  still 
have  to  wait  for  the  crop  to  mature.  The  pro¬ 
cess  of  growth  is  beyond  our  control;  it  is  in 
God's  hands.  Precisely  for  that  reason  the  il¬ 
lustration  is  helpful  to  us.  There  are  those  who 
feel  trapped  in  a  marriage  that  will  not  im¬ 
prove;  sometimes  there  is  nothing  else  to  do  but 
to  be  patient.  Others  are  chained  to  a  task  that 
seems  interminably^  draining;  though  there 
may  be  an  instinctive  urge  to  run,  it  may  be  best 
to  wait  on  the  Lord.  The  fact  that  we  are  not  in 
control  of  our  circumstances  should  be  a 
reminder  that  God  is. 

The  content  of  the  command  to  be  patient  has 
to  do  with  the  oppression  of  the  godly  poor  by 
the  ungodly  rich.  The  assurances  of  James  that 
“the  coming  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh”  (5:8), 
and  “the  judge  standeth  before  the  door”  (5:9) 
remind  the  reader  that  God  will  vindicate  the 
righteous  and  judge  the  wicked.  Since  God’s 


accountability 


A  covenant  of  the  heart 


those  who  are  called  may  receive  the  promis¬ 
ed  eternal  inheritance  —  now  that  He  has  died 
as  a  ransom  to  set  them  free  from  the  sins  com¬ 
mitted  under  the  first  covenant”  (Heb.  9:15 
NIV).  In  this  covenant,  God’s  law  is  written  on 
man’s  heart,  making  it  an  internal  personal 
relationship.  Thus  this  covenant  implies,  not 
just  a  duty  to  obey  the  Lord,  but  a  desire  to  do 
so. 

An  old  mountain  man  walked  several  miles 
to  the  shop  of  a  clock  repairman.  Upon  arriv¬ 
ing,  he  removed  from  his  pocket  the  hands  of 
his  grandfather  clock  and  requested  that  the 
sho^eeper  fix  them  so  that  they  would  keep  the 
correct  time.  When  he  was  told  there  was 
nothing  wrong  with  the  clock’s  hands,  the  old 
man  insisted  that  there  must  be,  because  they 
would  not  point  to  the  correct  hour.  What  he  had 
not  realized  was  that  the  problem  was  on  the 
inside  of  the  timepiece,  and  therefore,  requir^ 
an  internal  remedy.  The  covenant  relationship 
which  God  offers  us  in  Christ  Jesus  recognizes 
man’s  problem  and  deals  with  the  heart  of  the 
matter. 

Campbell  is  pastor.  Chunky  Church,  Chunky. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


Campbell 


Fear  of  the 


beginning  of  knowledge 


By  Tommy  Vinson 
Proverbs  1:1-9,  20-23 

This  opening  study  in  the  Book  of  Proverbs 
introduces  us  to  one  of  the  major  themes  found 
throughout  the  book :  The  Fear  of  the  Lord.  Our 
theme  verse  for  this  week 
( vs.  7 )  further  exposes  us  to 
the  literary  device  of  con- 
trast  used  often  in  the  Pro- 
H  verbs.  Two  classes  of  people 
W  M  ^  are  mentioned,  those  who 
I  ^  fear  the  Lord  and  the  foolish 

V  t  ones  who  do  not.  Moffatt’s 

BL  translation  helps  clarify  the 

contrast  when  he  renders  it: 
“Reverence  few  the  eternal  is 
the  first  thing  in  knowledge, 
but  the  impious  scorn 
sagacity  and  intelligence.”  In  New  Testament 
vernacular,  the  contrast  is  between  the  believer 
and  the  unbeliever,  the  saved  and  the  lost. 

What  does  it  mean  to  “fear  the  Lord?”  Does 
it  mean  to  slink  awav  from  his  holy  presence 
much  like  Adam  and  Eve  did  when  they  had 
sinned  in  the  garden?  No!  It  is  not  being  afraid 
of  God.  It  is  not  slavish  fear  or  some  sort  of 
foreboding  apprehension.  This  kind  of  fear 
“hath  torment”  (I  John  4:18).  Paul  clearly 
teaches  us  that  “God  hath  not  given  us  a  spirit 
of  fear;  but  of  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  sound 
mind”  (II  Tijn.  1:7).  Using  Moffatt’s  word,  it 
means  a  “reverence”  for  God  that  causes  the 
one  who  fears  him  to  be  ^pped  by  a  holy  desire 
to  please  him.  It  woulcfbe  comparable  to  the 
fear  a  loving  child  has  for  his  parents  Before 


tie  Paul  encountered  the  risen  Christ  on  the 
Damascus  road  his  life  wes  irreversibly  altered 
(II  Cor.  5:17). 

An  old  man  with  many  bitter  enemies  made 
a  profession  of  faith,  in  a  country  Baptist 
church.  The  next  day  the  evangelist  and  pastor 
looked  for  him  to  encourage  him  in  his  new¬ 
found  faith.  All  day  long  they  tried  to  trace  him 
down,  but  with  no  success.  Finally,  time  for  ser¬ 
vices  came  and  the  pastor  and  evangelist  made 
their  way  to  the  church  house.  Seated  on  the 
steps  was  the  old  man  for  whom  they  had 
searched  all  day  long.  “We’ve  been  looking  for 


you  all  day”  commented  the  pastor.  “Where 
have  you  been?” 

“Oh,”  said  the  old  man,  “I’ve  been  going  from 
house  to  house  all  over  the  community  getting 
things  right  with  folks  1  have  offended  over  the 
years.” 

“Who  told  you  to  do  that?”  asked  the 
evangelist. 

“No  one,  it  just  seemed  the  right  thing  to  do.” 
When  a  person  learns  to  fear  the  Lord  he  also 
learns  “the  right  thing  to  do.” 

Vinson  is  pastor.  Crossgates  Church, 
Brandon. 


he  was  saved,  Paul  was  atraid  God  would  hurt 
him  if  he  didn’t  perform  his  lawful  religious 
duties  with  extreme  exactness.  After  he  was 
saved,  Paul  was  afraid  he  would  hurt  God  by 
an  inappropriate  response  or  vacillating 
testimony. 

Proverbs  1:7  indicates  that  when  a  man  fears 
the  Lord  he  has  started  to  know  the  Lord  (Prov. 
9:10;  15:33).  Paul  wrote  to  the  Philippians  that 
his  goal  in  life  was  to  “know  him  and  the  power 
of  his  resurrection”  (Phil.  3:10).  There  is  a  sub¬ 
tle  temptation  to  substitute  learning  facts  about 
God  for  actually  getting  to  know  God.  This 
usually  produces  (Christians  who  are  six  miles 
wide  and  one  inch  deep.  J.  I.  Packer  has  writ¬ 
ten  a  volume  entitled  Knowing  God,  in  which 
he  defends  the  idea  that  knowing  the  Lord  is  a 
matter  of  degree.  We  may  take  advantage  of  our 
privilege  as  believers  and  know  him  in  an  in¬ 
timate  and  personal  way,  or  we  may  choose  to 
keep  a  cool  distance.  It’s  almost  paradoxical ; 
a  man  only  begins  to  fear  God  when  he  starts 
to  know  him,  and  he  only  gets  to  know  him  when 
he  fears  him. 

When  one  genuinely  fears  the  Lord  it  pro¬ 
duces  a  repentant  attitude  towards  sin,  and 
causes  one  to  seek  to  live  a  life  characterized 
holiness  (Prov.  3:7;  14:16).  It  is  impossible 
to  view  (irod  with  genuine  reverential  awe 
without  our  life  being  changed.  Once  the  Apos- 


Vinson 


Simpson  County  has  mission-minded  people 


Simpson  County  Association  has  a 
large  group  of  mission-minded  people. 
This  summer,  projects  have  been  plann¬ 
ed  for  Simpson  County,  Miss,  and  other 
areas.  Some  of  the  projects  and  workers 
include: 

FBC  Mendenhall  youth  group  to  En¬ 
campment  Wyoming 

FBC  Magee  men  to  Montana  for  con¬ 
struction  work 

FBC  Magee  leading  in  Backyard  Bible 
Gubs  in  Magee 


Acteens  from  Goodwater,  Oak  Grove, 
Poplar  Springs  and  Macedonia  leading 
in  Backyard  Bible  Clubs  at  the 
Mendenhall  Apartment,  Athens  Chiurh, 
and  New  Galilee  MB  Church 
Poplar  Springs  Acteens  will  assist  in 
the  Miseion  Blitz  in  Jackson  County. 
Siloam  Acteens  will  work  at  the 


Seaman  Center  in  Gulfport. 

Also,  a  group  of  men  from  Holly  Grove 
and  Pine  Grove  assisted  in  installing 
siding  on  a  retired  pastor’s  home 


Mrs.  Carmen  .McCully 
Annie  Mae  Weaver  Sunday 
School,  Calvary  BC 
The  Honorable  Kent  McDaniel 
Trinity  Baptist  Church. 
Vicksburg 

.Mrs.  .Martha  McHaney 
Inspiration  SS,  FBC  West 
Point 

George  McLellan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Jones 
Carol  Meadors 
Harold’s  of  Jackson.  Inc. 
Grandchildren  of  Mr.  &  .Mrs.  C. 
M.  Mitchell 

Mr  &  Mrs.  C.  M  Mitchell 
.Miss  Edythe  Montray 
WMU.'clarksdale  BC 
.Mrs.  .Mavis  Burch 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mike  McAlpin 
Mrs.  Vrmell  McAlpin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mike  McAlpin 
.Mrs.  William  Sensing 
Rev  &  Mrs.  Randel  S.  Poss 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  F.  Peters 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  Dale  Purser 
Ms.  Marilyn  P.  Jackson 
.Mrs.  Bessie  Rimes 
Ladies  SS.  Progress  BC 
Mrs.  laura  Roberson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rodney  Bevill 
Mr.  Chester  Robinson 
The  R.  B.  Lowrey  Family 
Mrs.  .Misti  Scott 
Eastview  Baptist  Church 
Thomas  .Mitchell  Shive 
Mrs.  Hazel  T.  Campbell 
Rugene  Stallings 
Eloise  Crossley  SS,  FBC 
Columbus 
Mrs.  Eva  Steen 
Charite  SS,  Woodland  Hills 


Mr.  Houard  A.  Wilson 
.Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hilton  Ray 
Mr.  Eric  Donahoe 
Mrs.  Ruby  Dell  Wilson 
The  H.  K.  Barron  Family 
Mr  &  Mrs  Donald  M  Rawls 
Rev.  ().  A.  Winscott 
Ms  Grace  M  Grubbs 
Rev.  Elton  Winstead 
Mrs  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Mrs.  Dora  Eva  Winter 
Baptist  Women.  Macedonia 
BC.  Calhoun  City 
Kenneth  Earl  Winters 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Diane  Woods 
Wilkes  Grissom 
Mrs.  D.  C.  Owen 
Mr.  Charlie  Woods 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Rives  B.  Lowrey 
&  Family 
James  A.  Wooten 
Mr  &  Mrs  Kenneth  Bidwell 


.Mr.  &  .Mrs.  Jack  Bennett 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  W.  Dannerberg 
Mr.  Ed  Bennett 
The  R.  B.  Lowrey  Family 


Mr  &  Mrs.  Malcolm  .Norwood 
Mrs  E.  B.  Norwood 
Mrs.  Frank  M.  Prince 
Mr.&  Mrs  Elarl  Reed 


Mrs.  Mary  A.  Thomas 


Mrs.  Frances  Bryant 


Annie  Mae  Weaver  Sunday 
School.  Calvary  BC 
Dr.  &  .Mrs.  H.  M.  Campbell 
Adult  6  Sunday  School 
Ms.  Jean  Carter 
The  Serenity  Sunday  School 
.Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willys  E.  Carter 
Faculty  &  Staff  of  Ingomar 
School 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dwight  G. 
Williams 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Dugger 
Mr  &  Mrs  W  W 
Dannenberg 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Fagan 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Green 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Flake 
Mrs.  Glenda  Freeman 
Ms.  Claudine  Gary 
The  Serenity  Sunday  School 
New  baby.  I.aura  Beth  Goolsby 
Ms.  Jennie  Sue  Coltharp 
Mrs.  .\rda  Green 
Eastview  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ruth  Gulledge 
Faith  Sunday  School  FBC 
Grenada 

.Mrs.  Louise  Haralson 
Mrs.  Betty  Knott 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  B.  Gaskin 
.Mrs.  .Avis  Herring 
Inspiration  SS.  FBC  West 
Point 

Mrs.  .Anne  Hoff 
Phoebe  SS,  FBC  McComb 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Hollingsworth 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  .Mack  Hoop 
Mrs.  Tim  Childs  « 

Mrs.  W.  J.  (Leone)  Howard 
Mr.  Mike  Davis 
Mrs.  Hubert  Jordan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Jordan 
Mrs.  Betty  Knott 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  B.  Gaskin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Forrest  Martin 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  M.  Lammons 


Mr  &  Mrs.  James  W 
Thompson 
Mrs.  Fred  Whitfield 
Mrs.  Sam  B.  Bounds 
Larry  Wayne  Whitt 
Mrs  Ecldie  L.  Harden 
Mr.  Earl  Whittington 
Mrs.  Mable  Grantham 
Mrs.  Fannie  Phillips 
Mr.  Ellis  B.  Whittington 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Curtis  F.  Johnson 
Mr.  Fonda  Wilbournr 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Croft 
Mr.  G.  T.  Wilkerson.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Sadie  Pendergraft 
Ida  .Mae  Wilkerson 
Mrs  W.  R.  Ferris 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Roy  L.  McAlum 
Mrs.  Doris  Cueria  Wilkins 
Mrs.  Hazel  P.  Banister 
Bobby  Williams 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Bryant  Myatt  & 
Family 

Brother  of  .Mr.  Jack  Williams 
The  Rives  B.  Lowrey  Family 
Cole  Williams 
Miss  Juanita  Chandler 
Mr.  Henry  Williams 
Mrs.  Ruby  A.  Sherman 
Mr.  J.  I.ee  Williams 
Mrs.  Brownie  L.  Peden 
Mr.  Ralph  Williams 
Ms.  Gladys  Blount 
Mrs.  Helen  B.  Jenkins 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Doug  Pentecost 
Mrs.  Mattie  B.  Sory 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  West 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  A.  Whelan  Jr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  A.  Williams 
.Mrs.  Rubye  James  Williams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Bartlett  DuBois 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Braxter  Irby 
Mr.  A.  R.  Williamson.  Sr. 

Ms.  Louise  M.  Williamson  & 
Children 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  Williamson. 
Sr.  &  Floyd  Williamson. 


ptist  Yivla 

Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 

P.  O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  featiu’e  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mrs.  Emma  Young 
Mrs.  Mary  Frank  Bryan 
Elaine  Zirk 
Mr.  Charles  Ziek 
Mr.  Hilton  Zumbro  - 
FBC  Bude  •  - 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Tyson 


Mrs.  Minnie  'Hirner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Lee  King 
Rev.  Partee  Tutor 
Mrs.  Ilene  T.  Kennedy 
Jack  Vanl.andingham 
Mrs.  Kathryn  P.  Hunfer 
.Mrs.  Verette 
Mrs.  Eloise  Avery 
Lydia  &  Thrry  Cain 
Mr.  John  T.  Vineyard 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 
Mrs.  Marie  Vineyard 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Thigpen  Jr. 
Ihm  Vineyard 
Mrs.  Frances  Hamner 
Dr.  J.  E.  Wadlington 
Ms.  Mary  F  Wyatt 
.Mrs.  Berniece  WaMon 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  M  McElroy 
Steve  McElroy 
Miss  Eloise  Walker 
Mrs.  Hardy  Denham  Sr. 

Mrs.  Miller  Wyatt 
Mr  &  Mrs  W  R.  Criss 
Mr  &  .Mrs  Carl  M  Kelly  Jr. 
Mr.  Ellis  Walker 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Wilburn 
Matthews 
.Mr  George  Walker 
Mrs.  Mary  Nell  May 
Mr.  Jewel  Walker 
Fellowship  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Allene  Walker 
Mrs.  Patsy  B.  Ates 
Mrs.  .Norma  Walker 
Officers/Directors  of 
TVustmark  National 
Bank 

Mrs.  V.  L.  Walker 
Mrs.  Otto  Bell  A  Children 
Mr.  S.  L.  Waller 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  .Alton  Walters 
Betty  A  Bill  Davis 
Mrs.  Mabus  Walters 
Mrs.  Doris  S.  Puryear 
Mrs.  Narnee  Williams 
S.  .A.  Walters 

Ladies  Cla».  Lambert  United 
Methodist  Church 
.Mrs.  Cornelia  Waltman 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Thomas 
Mary  Ward 

Mrs.  Charles  M  Agent 
Mr.  Joe  Ward 
Ms.  Jean  Bradley 
Mr.  Paul  Watkins 
Mrs.  Wanda  Watkins 
Mrs.  Francis  Walls 
Mrs.  Shirley  H  Meinardiv 
Mrs.  Jessie  Weatherall 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  Hodges 
Mrs  Helen  B.  Jenkins 
Howard  Weaver 
Mr  A  Mrs  Eugene 
Culpepepr 
Mrs.  Willa  Welch 
Ms  Lutie  Ihmple  Lott 
Mrs.  Beatrice  West 
Sr.  Adult  SS.  lake  Como  BC 
Mr.  C.  H.  W  hatley 
Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  D  Allen 
.Mr.  Kary  Whatley 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Edward  E. 

Benton 

Newell  (PaUyl  Whelan 
Bethany  Baptist  Church. 
Prentiss 
J.  W.  While 

Mr  A  Mrs  Wayne  D  Hodge 
Mrs.  Bernice  Whitfield 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Adult  ladies  SS.  Shuqualak 


Mr.  H.  M.  Thigpen 
Miss  Fay  Parker 
Mr.  .Murry  Thomas 
Mr  A  Mrs  Dan  W 
Southerland  Jr. 

Mrs.  Shirley  laake  Thomas 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Alan  Flowers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Hardin 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  McFadden 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jack  L  Marshall 
Mr.A  Mrs.  J.  W  Young  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  A.  Hayes 
Frank  Thompson 
Mrs.  Opal  McCaleb 
Mother  of  Royce  Thompson 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Eugene  Webb 
Mr.  Bill  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  Green 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pete  James 
Mr.  Claude  Thompson 
Mrs.  Anna  A.  Trucks 
Mr.  Don  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  H.  Shivers 
Mr.  William  T.  (Bill)  Thompson 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  Bozeman 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  W  Daughdrill 
Mr.  Harold  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  S.  Bowering 
Mrs.  Mack  V.  Furlow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Forrest  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  S.  Harper 
Col.  R.  L.  Selman 
Mrs.  Fred  (Vivian  C.) 
Thompson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Randolph 
Mr.  F.  F.  Becker  II 
TVustmark  National  Bank 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  W  L.  Wiser 
Ms.  Susan  Bosnake 
David  Greer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Brevik  Schimmel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  Blaek 
W.  T.  Thompson 
Charlotte  A  Gerry  Broome 
Mrs.  Duke  Thornton 
Gray  A  Rosemary  Harrison 
Mrs.  IJIIian  D.  Thornton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harmon  Alley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  Hederman 
Sally  A  Hap  Hederman 
Miss  Kathleen  Thornton 
Mr.  Henry  “Billy”  Tidwell 
Thylor  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Fred  Tisdell 
Mrs.  Helen  B.  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Ttollison 
Mr  A  Mrs  Frank  P 
Thompson 
Algie  Thwnsend 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Gus  Evans 
Mr.  Traywich 
Mrs  Carol  S.  Lowrey  A 
Family 

Mrs.  Fred  Trexler.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Frank  H.  Jones  A 
Family 

Billy  Bales  Triplett.  Jr. 

Mrs  E.  B.  Norwood 
Jewel  Trull 

Mr.  A  Mrs  John  Ashley  A 
Rob 

Mr.  laither  R.  Tucker 
Mrs.  Archie  Hardin 
Mrs.  Marie  Hall 
Ms.  Johnnie  Mqe  Hall 
Mr.  James  T  Hollingsworth 
Mrs.  Nettie  Scruggs 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  Woods 
Friendship  SS.  Hollandale  BC 
Mrs.  Bertie  West  Tuggle 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Keith  Harris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billie  J  Bonner 
Carolyn  A  Reese  Snell 


MEMORIALS 


.Mrs.  Effie  Lee  Smith 
Mrs.  J.  0.  Sanders 
.Mrs.  Gertrude  Smith 
Webster  County  Farm 
Bureau 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fulgham 
Mrs.  Josephine  Keathley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  H. 

Kendall 

Mt.  Vernon  Community 
Mrs.  Julia  Shaw  Smith 
FBC  Holly  Springs 
Mrs.  Victoria  Smith 
Ms.  Gladys  Cruise 
Mrs.  Christine  Spur 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  O.  D.  Stamps  ^ 

Mrs.  Roy  D.  King 
Miss  Christine  Ttimey 
Mr.  A  Mrsr-Ben  Turney 
Mrs.  Essie  C.  Stanton 
Mrs.  Eva  Bell 
Mrs.  D.  O.  Blaylock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  M  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Steele 

The  Rives  B.  Lowrey  Family 
Miss  Wilie  .Mae  Steen 
Ms.  Jean  Graves 
Tim  Stephens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Torn  Pettey 
Mrs.  Lucille  Stephenson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  Lee  Boone 
Mrs.  I>ois  Stevens 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jack  Harper 
Miss  Lurline  Stewart 
Mrs.  Irene  R.  Renfroe 
.Mr.  James  D.  Stodard 
Rev  A  Mrs  J.  W.  Coker 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ray  Glass 
Mr.  Hub  Straughan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  0.  Morris 
Phillip  Straw  n 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dwight  D. 
Williams 

.M^  Murray  D.  Stringer 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Sherwood  W.  Wise 
Mr.  Zannie  .Strong 
Ms  Rachel  B.  Marquez 
.'Widrey  Sullivan 
Mrs  Donna  Harris 
Mrs  Carolyn  Hill 
.Mr  A  Mrs  Jerry  Walts 
Mr  A  Mrs  E  H  Scruggs 
.Mrs.  Dimple  Sullivan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Amos  Arender  Sr 
Mrs.  Mildred  Sullivan 
Mr.  A  Mrs  W'illiam  D  Btiy'd 
The  Zach  ThyTor  Family 
Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Sultan 
Mr.  A  Mrs  D  P  Watson 
Mother  of  .\ndy  Szuwalski 
Walter  A  Doris  McMurchy 
Taryn  l-ee  Harris 
Mr  A  Mrs.  David  Kelly 
John  C.  Tatum 
Thy  lor  Baptist  Church 
Essie  TVnnyson 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Billy  J  Williams 
Thvlor  Trrnet 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Curtis  Buchanan 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ijeo  Owens 
Mrs.  Ada  IVrry 
Mrs  Leo  McDaniel 


HONORS 


Mrs.  Peggy  Thylor 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  B.  Gaskin 
Mrs.  Mamie  Thompson 
Children  of  Mrs.  Mamie 
Thompson 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Walton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Hall 
Mrs.  Vera  Young 
Vera  Young  SS,  FBC  Holly 
Springs 


Ms.  Beverly  Allen 
Eloise  Crossley  SS,  FBC 
Columbus 
.Mrs.  Macie  Barton 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Randel  S.  Poss 
Mrs.  Hugh  Bell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Jordan 


Mrs.  Marie  CulpeppeV 


SPIRITUAL  EMPHASIS  DAYS 


June  24-27  Rev.  Phil  Waldrep  from  Trinity,  Alabama  will  be  our  guest  speaker  on 
the  India  Nunnery  Campus  near  Jackson.  Village  staff  and  children  from  all  six  cam¬ 
puses  will  be  in  Jackson  for  the  Sunday  through  Wednesday  emphasis. 


Rev.  Phil  Waldrep 

Founded  the  Phil  Waldrep  Evangelistic 

Association  —  January  1980 

Featured  speaker  at  Alabama  and  Louisiana 
Youth  Evangelism  Conferences  and  Alabama 
State  Deacon's  Retreat 

Conducts  largest  youth  conference  in 
southeastern  United  States. 

Outstanding  Young  Religious  Leader  Decatur 
(Alabama)  Jaycees  —  1987 

Outstanding  Young  Men  of  America 

Who’s  Who  Among  Writers,  Editors  and  Poets 
-  1987 


We  want  to  express  a  special  thank  you  to  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church  in  Clinton 
who  will  be  hosting  Brother  Phil  and  the  Village  Staff  and  Children  in  their  June  24 
evening  worship  service  at  7:00  p.m. 


We  also  want  to  send  out  a  special  thank  you  to  Van  Winkle  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson 


for  housing  some  of  our  staff  and  children  from  our  satellite  campuses 


Mr  A  Mr*.  Walter  Butler 


Mother  <■(  Mr*.  .Speedy  Tharpe  Arvou  TUIIe* 


Mrs  Frank  Collins 


Mrs  W  A  I.adner 


I>eslir  Turner 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  Dugan  A 


Mr.  William  R.  Tharpe 


Pray  with  us  that  God  will  touch  many  lives  during  these  special  days! 


Mr  A  Mrs  W  E  Robins 
Mr.  C.  1..  Turner 
Mrs  Ruby  Nell  Stancill 


Family 

Mis  Hazel  Flora 

Mrs  Anna  Belle  Holliman 


Mr  A  Mrs  Earl  CdUon 
Graeber  Brothers  liic 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  Harbin 


Clinton  helps  sink  names  in  the  news 


Bangladesh 


By  Bobby  Redding  June  26,  at  8  p.m.  in  Aven  Auditonum. 

“Sinking  a  Well  for  Living  Water”  vides  a  natural  point  to  begin  witness-  Elliott,  a  tenor,  has  studied  under 
has  become  the  motto  of  the  ing  of  faith  in  Christ  as  tlw  source  of  the  direction  of  Gerald  Claxton,  assis- 
Brotherhood  of  First  Church,  Clinton,  “living  Water.”  tant  professor  of  music  at  the  collie. 

during  1989-1990.  Upon  returning  to  Bangladesh,  Tte  [Hxigram  for  the  recital  consists  JjSjT  | 

Following  a  missions  presentation  Young  will  serve  as  chairman  of  the  of  Italian  selections  by  composers  ^ i  ^ 

in  November  by  furloughing  mis-  mission.  He  is  a  native  of  Porpora,  Busatt,  Scarlatti,  and 

sionary  James  Young  of  Bangladesh,  Thomastown  and  a  graduate  of  Melani.  Other  works  include  a  Throe  Mlaslssippi  men  were  among  more  than  172  men  frocn  23  states  and  Canada 
the  men  of  the  church  adopted  a  goal  Mississippi  College  and  New  Orleans  recitative  and  aria  by  Handel;  a  attending  the  national  Men’s  University  training  conterence  Maf3l-June  3  for  Bap- 
of  designating  all  agri-missions  funds  Seminary.  French  selection  by  composer  Faure ;  tist  Men  and  Baptist  Young  Men’s  leaders  on  the  campus  of  Rhodes  College  in  Mem- 

raised  to  help  construct  tube  wells  in  Bangladesh  is  one  of  the  poorest  a  German  selection  by  composer  phis,  Tenn.  They  were,  from  left:  Derrel  Palmer,  Brandon;  David  Langston,  Brandon; 
this  needy  country.  third  world  countries.  Slightly  smaller  Schubert;  and  an  English  selection  by  and  Jeff  Swedenburg,  Hazlehurst. 

It  is  reported  that  80  percent  of  the  in  land  area  than  Mississippi,  it  has  composer  Michael  Head.  ^  ®  r .f 

diseases  in  developin^jQOuntries  are  a  population  of  110,000,000  p^ple  with  ,  i  ‘  ^ 

related  to  drinking  water.  Due  to  the  a  density  of  2,000  people  per  square  ll  O  ITl  6  CO  ITl  1 M  QS  1  ^  i  i  Jwi 

local  geology,  it  is  possible  to  con-  mile.  _ _ ^ 

struct  one  of  these  protected  wells  to  This  “Living  Water”  project  is  one  | 

produce  safe  drinking  water  for  an  of  hundreds  of  MANNA  projects  w.  ly.hn  rhurrh  rniiin«vill<> 

average  of  approximately  $2(W.OO.  available  to  Brotherho^  and  \^U  (Newton):  June  24;  regular  morning  f  . 

Each  well  furnishes  Mfe  water  for  a  groi^  inthe  ^utoern  ^ptists  Com  services;  noon  meal;  afternoon  ser- 
village  commumty  of  100-150  people,  vention.  MANNA  (Admimstenng  Aid  will  feature  “The 

r^lacing  an  unsafe  water  In  Nl^y  Nations  Abr^dfp^jecta 


will  published  in  church  cookbook. 

Pilgrim’s  Rest  Church,  Ethel  (At¬ 
tala):  June  24;  Sunday  School  10a.m.; 
worship  11  a.m. ;  dinner  on  the 
grounds  at  noon;  afternoon  singing 
1:30  p.m.;  Alton  Milner,  church  music 
director,  will  sing;  celebration  in¬ 
cludes  the  marking  of  the  140th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  congregation;  Walter 
Hines,  pastor. 


First  Church, 
Nathez,  on  April  1. 
He  is  presently 
servirtg  with  “Am¬ 
bassadors  for 
Christ  Interna¬ 
tional”  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  Moody  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  former 
Becky  Bowlin  and 
they  have  one 
child,  Ashley. 


1  IL  “Singspiration”  ty  has  been  select^  to  be  inducted  in- 

^  ^  J  1:30;  covered  dish  dinner  in  the  to  “WHO’S  WHO  IN  MISSISSIPPI.” 

^  fellowship  hall,  noon;  Buddy  Keys,  The  publication  is  comprised  of  per- 

^  guest  speaker;  men’s  quartet  “Perfect  sonal  profiles  summarizing  the 

In^trumpnta  WOrk^hOD  hPld  in  C  intOn  Heart”  and  Lisa  D.CunninghamwiH  achievements  and  honors  attained  by 

lllOUUlllC7lliai  vvt^irxoiivjp  IIC7IU  III  WlllllV^II  sing;  Jerry  Doggett  is  pastor  the  recipient  of  this  honor. 

The  Celebration  Orchestra,  above,  was  part  of  the  Tri-State  Instrumental  Workshop  Pendergrast  is  pastor,  Glendale 

held  at  Mississippi  (Allege  and  First  Church,  Clinton,  May  17-19.  Parlicipants  were  Palestine  Church,  Harrisville:  June  Church,  Leland. 
from  Arkansas,  Alabama.  Arizona,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee.  Texas,  and  24;  Duanne  Bradford,  pastor,  speaker 
Virginia.  The  workshop  was  sponsored  by  the  Church  Music  Department  of  Mississip-  for  11  a.m.  service;  lunch  served  in 
pi.  Louisiana,  and  Arkansas  Baptist  Conventions,  as  well  as  the  Church  Music  Depart-  fellowship  hall  following  worship  ser- 

vice;  afternoon  singing  and  business 
meeting  will  follow;  offerings  of  the 
day  will  go  for  cemetery  fund. 


Moody 


C^Devotiona/^ 

Does  it  matter? 


Stephen  Scott  Smith  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry.  May  20,  by  Corinth  Church, 
Heidelberg.  Pictured,  James  Taylor,  right, 
presents  certificate  of  ordination  to  Smith, 
left. 


Revival  dates 


Leesburg  Church,  '  Morton 
(Rankin) :  May  6-9;  33  professions  of 
faith;  one  statement;  four  by  letter; 
and  50  rededications;  Gary  Bowlin, 
evangelist;  Phillip  Willis,  singer; 
Odus  Jackson,  pastor. 


•  By  Gene  Hines 

“Therefore,  my  dear  brothers,  stand  firm.  Let  nothing  move  you.  Always 
give  yourselves  fully  to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  because  you  know  that  your  lab*r 
in  the  Lord  is  not  in  vain.”  (I  Corinthians  15:58;  NIV). 

“Isn’t  it  pointless?”  That  is  what  I  was  thinking.  “Here  I  am,”  I  thought, 

“driving  two  hours  across  a  mountain  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  in  a  snow 
storm,  to  teach  a  class  with  one  person  in  it.  Seems  pointless.” 

Do  you  ever  feel  that  way?  Do  you  ever  wonder  if  all  the 
times  you  try  to  witness  and  serve  the  Lord  really  make 
any  difference?  I  had  visited  over  one  hundred  homes  in 
Aomori,  Japan  and  invited  all  those  people  to  come  to  a 
class  at  a  Baptist  church  in  the  city.  One  person  came  And, 
several  months,  I  drove  nearly  two  hours  each  way,  each 
week  over  a  mountain  to  teach  that  one  person.  Was  it  worth 

A  long  time  ago,  on  September  25, 1954  to  be  exact,  a  ship 
called  toe  Dqyamaru  sank  in  a  typhoon  near  the  Japanese 
island  of  Hokkaido.  Over  one  thouisand  people  drowned.  One 
of  them  was  a  Christian  missionarv  who  save  his  life-iacket 
*  to  a  young  mother  and  her  infant  child.  “What  did  you  learn  in  school  to- 

Thirty-six  years  later  you  still  hear  the  story  of  the  Christian  missionary  day? ’’the  mother  of  a  first-grade  stu-  South  28th  Avenue  Church,  Het- 

who  gave  away  his  life- jacicet.  And  when  a  Japanese  person  hears  that  story  dent  asked.  “I  learned  that  4  and  4  tieeburg,  ordained  Randall  Carte  and 
they  have  to  stop  and  wonder  what  it  is  that  could  make  a  foreign  missionary  make  9,”  he  told  her.  “But  that’s  James  Sherman  as  deacons.  May  27.  A 

give  his  life  away  for  a  people  not  even  Ihs  own.  Was  it  worth  it?  Did  it  really  wrong,”  the  mother  said.  The  reception  followed  the  service.  Pictured, 

matter?  youngster  answered:  “Well,  in  that  left  to  right,  are  Carte,  Ryan  F.  Whitley, 

Vi^t  you  do  for  Jesus  does  matter.  It  may  not  seem  like  much.  It  may  look  case  I  didn’t  learn  anything.”  pastor,  and  Sherman, 

hopeless  and  pointless.  The  effects  of  it  may  be  invisible.  But,  if  you  do  it  to  •  ... 

serve  and  ob^  Jesus,  it  is  enough.  'That  is  how  you  answer  all  those  “does  jyj^IgglggiPPI  |)aDtl8t  flCtlVltlCS 

it  matter,  is  it  worth  it?”  qu^tions.  “Always  give  yourself  fully  to  the  work  sr  r 

of  the  Lord,  because  you  know  your  work  in  the  Lord  is  not  in  vain.”  June  28  Key  Leader  Seminar;  Baptist  Building;  9:30.a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

Gene  Hines  is  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary,  'Tokyo,  Japan.  (EVAN) 


Jason  Culpapper  is  pictured  receiving 
an  award  for  seven  years  of  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  in  the  children’s  choirs  program  of 
State  Boulevard  Church,  Meridian.  T.  R. 
Darsey,  minisler  of  music,  is  also  pictured. 


Peach  Creek  Church  (Panola); 
June  24-27,  nightly  at  7  P-ni.;  Bob 
Dean,  pastor  of  the  West  Chickasaw 
Church  in  Chickasaw,  Ala.  will  be  the 
evangelist. 

Faith  Church  (Lawrence):  June 
24-27;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  with  lunch  serv¬ 
ed;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Danny 
Berry,  evangelist;  James  Netherland, 
music. 


UllC 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


